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Background
Describe the population and condition or phenomenon of interest and contextualize it. In other words, describe what this review is about.Córdoba is a city in the south of Spain, known for its rich history and preserved culture. There are three UNESCO World Heritage sites of special interest from an architectural, aesthetic, and geometric point of view. These are the Historic Centre of Córdoba, Medina Azahara (or Madinat al-Zahra), and the Cathedral Mosque. Each of these sites offers a different perspective on the diverse past of the city and helps to understand the various cultural influences that have shaped its current form.
· Historic Centre of Córdoba: This area encompasses the city’s rich urban fabric, reflecting a blend of Roman, Islamic, and Christian architectural styles. The Historic Centre is renowned for its narrow, winding streets, traditional whitewashed buildings, and significant historical landmarks. It provides insight into the city’s development over the centuries and showcases the harmonious integration of different cultural elements. The Historic Centre is a living example of Córdoba's dynamic history and its evolution through various periods.
· Medina Azahara: Constructed in the first half of the 10th century, it served as the administrative and ceremonial headquarters of the Caliphate of Córdoba. Medina Azahara, though in ruins, features an intricate urban layout with sophisticated spatial organization, geometric precision, and a high level of artistic and aesthetic refinement characteristic of Islamic architecture. The site is marked by its carefully planned gardens, water features, and decorative elements that signify political power and cultural sophistication. The rediscovery and restoration of Medina Azahara offer valuable insights into the architectural achievements and cultural interactions of the time.
· The Cathedral Mosque (Mezquita-Catedral de Córdoba): This building is a prime example of the fusion of Islamic and Christian architectural traditions. Originally constructed as a mosque in the 8th century and later converted into a cathedral in the 13th century, the Cathedral Mosque is renowned for its hypostyle hall with two-tiered arches, a mihrab, and post-Islamic Christian additions, including the Renaissance nave and choir. It illustrates the blending of artistic traditions due to six centuries of interaction between Islam and Christianity. The Cathedral Mosque showcases an advanced understanding of architectural proportions and spatial organization, integrating various cultural elements into a cohesive whole.

Objective
Describe the justification for this review. In other words, describe why this review/the information it collects is important.The primary objective of this systematic review is to fill the gap in the existing literature of systematic reviews that focus on the architectural, geometric, and aesthetic dimensions of UNESCO Heritage Sites of Córdoba. In order to achieve so, the present systematic review aims to explore the historical development and transformations of these sites over time, investigate the aesthetic principles and elements that characterize each site, analyse how these aesthetic features reflect the cultural and historical contexts of their respective periods and examine the geometric patterns and spatial arrangements that define the layout and design of the three sites. 
The review will provide a comprehensive resource for scholars, students, and enthusiasts of architectural history, offering a deeper understanding of the interplay between cultural influences and architectural practices. In summary, this systematic review aims to shed light on the unique architectural and aesthetic qualities of Córdoba's Historic Centre, Medina Azahara, and Cathedral Mosque, highlighting their historical significance and the cultural narratives they embody. Through a comprehensive and structured analysis, the review will provide valuable insights that contribute to the preservation, appreciation, and understanding of these remarkable heritage sites. Moreover, this review can be used as a guide for other systematic reviews focussed on UNESCO heritage sites by modifying the search terms for each city.

Review question
	Full review question
Provide the full review question in sentence format, and then break up the question according to the SPICE framework 

	What topics and perspectives have been explored in the existing literature on the architectural heritage of Córdoba’s UNESCO World Heritage Sites?

	Setting (S)
	The review will focus on the Historic Centre, Medina Azahara, and Cathedral Mosque in Córdoba recognized in the UNESCO heritage list.

	Perspective (P)
	Researchers, historians, architects, conservationists, and scholars interested in architectural history, aesthetics, and cultural heritage.

	Intervention (I)
	Examination and analysis of architectural styles (design elements, construction techniques, materials used), aesthetic principles (decorative motifs, use of colour, integration of natural elements) and geometric patterns (spatial organization, symmetry, proportions, mathematical principles).

	Comparison (C)
	Studies exploring the architectural styles, aesthetic principles, and geometric patterns of sites. While direct comparisons are ideal, individual site analyses that provide context on architectural and cultural significance will also be included.

	Evaluation (E)
	Description of architectural, aesthetic, and geometric features. 
Analysis of how these features reflect historical and cultural contexts. 
Common themes, differences, and unique aspects of each site. 
Implications for preservation and future research.


Search strategy
	Databases
List the bibliographic databases to be searched. 

	· Scopus
· Web of Science Core Collection
· Dialnet

	Search terms
What are your key search terms? Pick out the key words and think about alternatives you will need to include in your search. 

	· Medina AND Azahara AND architecture
· Córdoba AND Madinat al Zahra AND geometry
· Córdoba AND Madinat al Zahra AND architecture
· Córdoba AND Historic AND centre
· Córdoba AND Cathedral AND Mosque AND geometry
· Córdoba AND Cathedral AND Mosque AND architecture
· UNESCO AND heritage AND Córdoba AND architecture
· Islamic AND architecture AND Córdoba

	Identifying other useful sources
Outline any other ways you will find useful sources, such as hand searching contents lists of key journals, looking at relevant websites, looking at references and citations for relevant articles.

	Dialnet database has been included in this research due to their relevance in Spanish research. Given that this systematic review focuses on Spanish historic and heritage architecture, this database provides complementary coverage to the other international bibliographic databases such as Scopus and Web of Science Core Collection. 

	Planned Limits
Outline any planned limits such that it could be repeated.

	· Geographic Focus: The review will specifically focus on UNESCO World Heritage Sites located in Córdoba. This includes all designated sites within the geographical boundaries of Córdoba.
· Architectural and Geometric Scope: The review will concentrate on studies that address architectural features and geometric design elements of the UNESCO Heritage Sites. This includes structural, spatial, and aesthetic aspects.
· Type of Heritage Sites: The review will consider only UNESCO World Heritage Sites within Córdoba, excluding any non-designated or potential heritage sites and the UNESCO intangible cultural heritage of “Fiesta of the patios in Cordoba”.
· Data search strategy: Each search item was examined independently to determine if it yielded relevant document results. Once this was confirmed, a comprehensive search was conducted by combining all the search items. To prevent the retrieval of duplicate documents, the word "OR" was used to separate each search item. The search was restricted to the abstract. This approach enhances the specificity and relevance of the results, reduces redundancy, and ensures a more efficient retrieval of pertinent documents. 


Additional limits
Outline any other limits you impose e.g. language, publication type, study design (e.g. randomised controlled trials)?· Document type: Articles, Reviews, Books and Book chapters
· Language: Only studies published in English or Spanish will be included to ensure comprehension and accurate analysis.
· Publication Type: Peer-reviewed articles, books, and conference papers will be included. Non-peer-reviewed articles, opinion pieces, and editorials will be excluded.
· Study Design: While this review is primarily qualitative and descriptive, it will include both qualitative and quantitative studies that provide relevant information on the architecture, aesthetics, and geometry of the sites.
· Publication Status: Only published and formally available works will be included. Unpublished data, dissertations, and theses will not be considered.

Study quality assessment
What criteria will you use to assess methodological quality? How will quality assessment be performed?· Evaluation Criteria: Assess study design, data collection methods, sample size, and analysis techniques. Evaluate potential biases such as selection bias, reporting bias, and publication bias. A TRC framework will be used to evaluate the risk of bias due to its accuracy for descriptive, historical, and qualitative analysis.
· Quality Assessment Process: Two reviewers will independently assess the quality of each study. Discrepancies will be resolved through discussion. If there is a discrepancy between them, a third reviewer will be consulted.

Data extraction & synthesis
Outline the procedures you intend to use to analyse and summarise the study results, including whether or not you intend to carry out meta-analyses. How will you extract the data and how will it be analysed and summarised (statistical or narrative)? · Data Extraction: Use a standardized data extraction form to collect relevant information, including author(s), publication year, study title, objectives, architectural features, aesthetic principles, geometric patterns, and historical and cultural context.
· Data Synthesis: Qualitatively synthesize extracted data, identify common themes, differences, and cultural influences, and use narrative synthesis to integrate findings from different studies.
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