Appendix_1: Interview Questions
1 - General Questions
1) To set an affordable baseline understanding – What is your view of affordable housing/ How would you classify affordable housing within the context of South Africa?
2) Do you have a common affordable net-zero energy housing design, if not what type of design do you use to reduce the operational energy use of a house?
3) Why did you selected the ‘mentioned’ housing design?
4) What types of software/programs do you use to model and/or measure the energy efficiency of your designs/projects?
a) Do these models enhance your ability to design and construct affordable net-zero energy housing?
5) What rating tools have you use to measure your developed housing’s sustainability level and why?
6) Can you provide examples of building materials and construction practices commonly used in affordable net-zero energy housing projects?
a) Which elements did you find help reduce the cost of delivering an affordable net-zero energy house?
7) Do your suppliers, company partners, consultants and contractors promote affordable net-zero energy housing practices?
8) What are some of the challenges you faced when adopting affordable net-zero energy housing designs, initiatives or techniques?
a) What obstacles currently hinder/prevent the adoption of affordable net-zero energy developments & practices?
9) Are there any potential unintended economic/environmental/social consequences associated with the development of affordable net-zero energy housing, and if so, how can they be mitigated?
2 - Impact on Economic Sustainability
1) Tell me about the type of energy efficient technologies or passive designs you feel are the most practical and beneficial?
a) Which efficient technologies/passive design have reduced/saved the most energy?
2) How has the adoption of energy efficient techniques and methods impacted your ability to construct/operative/ability to sell the house?
a) Has the adoption of affordable net-zero energy housing positively impacted the tenant/ purchaser? 
3) Has the adoption of affordable net-zero energy housing projects unlocked alternative financing streams to support your developments, if so, to what extent has this improve the viability of your projects?
3 - Impact on Environmental Sustainability
1) Do you focus on the embodied carbon when designing an affordable net-zero energy house?
a) If yes - How has the development of affordable net-zero energy housing reduce the embodied carbon footprint?
2) To what level does the development of affordable net-zero energy housing promote energy efficiency and conservation of resources?
3) What are the main building elements that will reduce operational energy demanded the most?
4) What role does solar power, wind power, or other renewable energy sources play in net-zero energy affordable housing projects?
4 - Impact on Social Sustainability
1) Do you engage with clients/purchasers during the planning, construction, and/or management of affordable net-zero energy housing projects?
2) Has the development of affordable net-zero energy housing helped educate your client base?
3) What are the potential social benefits for vulnerable populations, such as low-income individuals, families, or seniors, in having access to affordable net-zero energy housing?
4) Can you discuss any challenges or barriers to achieving positive social impact through affordable net-zero energy housing, and how can they be addressed?
5) Considering the potential of net-zero energy households to alleviate financial stress on low income earners and grid demanded energy. Do you agree that if a building is affordable and net-zero energy, it will enhance South Africa’s housing industry and promote economic growth?
a) What impact do you believe affordable net-zero energy housing will have on South Africa’s macro-economic climate?
