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We dedicate this book to Grace Cogan and Fenlyn Wong who have
supported us throughout this and many similar projects over the years.
They have been partners in all our endeavors and were great educators
to thousands of children over their working careers. We salute them as

exemplars of professional teachers and socially responsible citizens

who always put children first.
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PREFACE

This book originates from a collaborative research initiative to examine
how various societies in the Asia-Pacific Region construct moral and civic
education, and to what extent these systems achieve the democratic objec-
tive of creating socially responsible citizens. In many Western societies there
is at least a rhetorical tendency to separate the moral and civic dimensions
of citizenship education, and in some cases to exclude the moral dimension
from the discourse of preparing citizens.

However, as cross-societal dialogues and research about citizenship edu-
cation have increased in the past two decades, scholars have identified dif-
ferences in the emphasis put on the moral dimension of citizenship edu-
cation across the Asia-Pacific region. In many predominantly Confucian,
Islamic, and Buddhist societies, for example, the emphasis on the moral
dimension of citizenship education is explicit, and in some cases, central.

While awareness of a divide, or perhaps more appropriately a continu-
um, in the role of moral versus civic education in democratic societies has
been recognized for some time, to our knowledge this book marks the first
effort of this scope to address the issue of the moral-civic divide in citizen-
ship education. Thus, through a cross-cultural dialogue across societies in
the Asia-Pacific Region, this book addresses the issue of whether elements
of both civic and moral education can be effectively joined to create a “so-
cially responsible” citizen.

This book should appeal to social educators and academics specializing
in civic, citizenship, and moral education as well as comparative education
and government policymakers in the Asia-Pacific Region. It is an important
contribution to the literature in citizenship education in that it focuses on

Creating Socially Responsible Citizens, pages ix—x
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X ® Preface

an area heretofore not addressed previously: the interface between civic
and moral education in the schools of the region.

For the two coeditors this book was a continuation of and perhaps the
culminating project of nearly 30 years of collaborative research and pub-
lication in international and citizenship education. It has been an excep-
tional partnership.

—John J. Cogan
David L. Grossman
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