Lifelong Learning and the Roma Minority
in the Western Balkans

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpublishers. com books/ edi t ed-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



This page intentionally left blank

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



Lifelong Learning and the
Roma Minority in the Western
Balkans

EDITED BY

ANDREA OHIDY
University of Education Freiburg, Germany

AND

KATALIN R. FORRAY
University of Pécs, Hungary

emerald
r’ PUBLISHING

United Kingdom — North America — Japan — India — Malaysia — China

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



Emerald Publishing Limited
Emerald Publishing, Floor 5, Northspring, 21-23 Wellington Street, Leeds LS1 4DL

First edition 2023

Editorial matter and selection © 2023 Andrea C)hidy and Katalin R. Forray.
Individual chapters © 2023 The authors.
Published under exclusive licence by Emerald Publishing Limited.

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: www.copyright.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in any form or
by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without either the
prior written permission of the publisher or a licence permitting restricted copying issued in the
UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency and in the USA by The Copyright Clearance Center.
Any opinions expressed in the chapters are those of the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every
effort to ensure the quality and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no representation
implied or otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application and disclaims any warranties,
express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-80382-522-9 (Print)

ISBN: 978-1-80382-521-2 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-80382-523-6 (Epub)

Y

)
S

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g


https://www.copyright.com

Table of Contents

List of Figures and Tables vii
About the Contributors xi
Acknowledgement Xy

Chapter 1 Lifelong Learning and the Roma Minority in the Western
Balkans — Introduction 1
Andrea Ohidy and Katalin R. Forray

Chapter 2 The European Union and the Western Balkans 23
Marc Reinbold

Education Situation of Roma in Selected Western Balkans Countries

Chapter 3 Education of Roma Children in Albania 43
Merita H. Mece

Chapter 4 The Education Situation of Roma in Bosnia and
Herzegovina 65

Anita Lukenda

Chapter 5 The Education Situation of the Roma Community in

Kosovo 83
Dritero Arifi and Ngadhnjim Brovina

Chapter 6 The Education Situation of Roma in Montenegro 109
Srdjan Vukadinovic

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpublishers. com books/ edi t ed-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



vi  Table of Contents

Chapter 7 The Education Situation of the Roma Minority in Serbia 725

Tinde Kovacs Cerovic, Jadranka Ivkovic, Monika Kapas and Evgeny
Ivanov

Chapter 8 Participation and Success of Roma in the Western

Balkans in Education and Lifelong Learning — Conclusions of the
Country Studies about Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,
Montenegro and Serbia 157

Andrea Ohidy

Index 181

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpublishers. com books/ edi t ed-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



List of Figures and Tables

Chapter 3

Figure 1. Trends of Roma Children in Elementary
Schools in Albania (2014-2021). 49

Figure 2. Distribution of Respondents by Rating Their
Statements on Participation in Income Generating

Activities Through Micro-Loans (N = 80). 59
Chapter 5
Graphic 1. Natural Increase in the Roma Community,

From 1948 to 2006, in Kosovo. 86
Graphic 2.  Level of Preschool Education, During the Years

2015-2021. 95
Graphic 3.  Level of Primary Education, During the Years

2015-2021. 96
Graphic 4.  Level of Lower Secondary Education, During

the Years 2015-2021. 97
Graphic 5.  Level of Upper Secondary Education, During the

Years 2015-2021. 97
Graphic 6.  Level of Higher Education, During the Years

2015-2021. 98
Chapter 7
Graph 1. Education Level of Roma Above 15 years. 136
Graph 2. Main Organizing Principles Shared in the

Narratives of Roma Pedagogical Assistants. 147
Graph 3. Main Types of Obstacles Shared in the

Narratives of Roma Pedagogical Assistants. 147

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpublishers. com books/ edi t ed-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



viti  List of Figures and Tables

Chapter 2
Table 1. Excursus: Distinction Between European Council,

Council of the European Union and Council of

Europe. 27
Table 2. Tabular Presentation of All Summit Meetings

of the Berlin Process (Compiled by the Author). 35
Chapter 5
Table 1. Region and Beyond Countries and 2012 Data,

Presented in Percentage Compared to the Total

Population. 85
Table 2. According to the Census in Kosovo in 2011,

an Ethnic Population Was 1,739,825 Inhabitants. 86
Table 3. Population by Gender and Age, in the Roma

Community, From the 2011 Census. 87
Table 4. Children/Students From the Roma Community

Who Have Dropped Out of School for the Period

2013-2018. 90
Table 5. Data on the State of Roma Education in

Kosovo (2013/2014). 90
Table 6. Number of Teachers From the Roma Community

From 2015 to 2021. 92
Table 7. Number of Children/Pupils/Students From the

Roma Community at the Levels of Education in

Kosovo, From 2015 to 2021. 92
Chapter 7
Table 1. Education Attainment of Roma Adults Above 15

Years Old Compared to the General Population. 135
Table 2. Preschool Education (ISCED 0) of Children From

Roma Settlements and From General Population. 136
Table 3. Basic Education (ISCED 1 and 2) of Children

From Roma Settlements and From General

Population. 138
Table 4. Distribution of the Optional Subject Roma

Language With the Elements of Roma Culture

Across Schools. 139

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpublishers. com books/ edi t ed-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



List of Figures and Tables ix

Table 5. Secondary (ISCED 3) and Tertiary (ISCED Four
and More) Education of Children From Roma
Settlements and From General Population. 139

Table 6. Number of Roma Students Enrolling Based on
Affirmative Action to Secondary and Tertiary
Education. 145

Table 7. Number of Stipends for Upper Secondary
Education Roma Students. 146

Table 8. Summary of the Results of the Intervention. 149

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



This page intentionally left blank

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



About the Contributors

Dritero Arifi, Dr (Kosovo) is Assistant Professor and Dean of the Faculty of
Political Science/Public Policy and Management at the University for Business
and Technology (UBT)/Prishtina, Republic of Kosovo. His research interest
includes Political Parties, Democratization, Security issues and European foreign
policy.

Ngadhnjim Brovina (Kosovo) is Assistant Professor at Faculty of Political Science
at University for Business and Technology (UBT)/Prishtina, Republic of Kosovo.
His research interest includes foreign policy, public diplomacy, public policy,
international relations and international Law.

Tinde Kovacs Cerovic (Serbia) PhD is Associate Professor of Educational Psy-
chology and Policy and researcher at Belgrade University. Her research studies
and publications primarily address the excluded and vulnerable, such as education
of Roma, migrants, refugees and children living in poverty or under unusual
circumstances, including the COVID-19 crisis. In addition, she served as Assistant
Minister and State Secretary of Education, as Education Advisory Board member
for Open Society Foundations, as senior advisor to the Roma Education Fund
and was education consultant for several international organizations. She is
currently living in Austria.

Katalin R. Forray, Prof Dr (Hungary) is emeritus Professor at the University of
Pécs. She is founder of the Doctoral School of Education and Society. In 2000,
she established the Department of Romani Studies at the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences. Professor Forray is member of several Hungarian and
international Romani organizations. Her research interests include: integration of
minorities (e.g. Roma); multiculturalism; social, economic and regional dimen-
sions of institutional learning; and women in education.

Evgeny Ivanov (Bulgaria) is a senior education sector specialist with over 20 years
of experience in supporting public institutions/educational agencies in the anal-
ysis, development and implementation of policies, strategies and programmes in
EU Programme beneficiary countries aimed at improving the management and
quality of pre-primary, primary and secondary general education, training, skills
development, VET, lifelong learning, labour market and employment services. In
addition to his strong track record in supporting the educational and labour
market institutions in strengthening their governance, quality assurance and

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpublishers. com books/ edi t ed-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



xii  About the Contributors

policy frameworks for sound functioning of the education and labour market
systems, he brings strong EU project management and team management expe-
rience as Team Leader of a number of projects in his country of origin, Bulgaria,
as well as in the Western Balkans and Central Asia.

Jadranka Ivkovic (Serbia) MA of Pedagogy, graduated from the Faculty of
Philosophy at Belgrade University is Director of the European Roma Institute for
Arts and Culture Serbia and programme coordinator at the Open Society
Foundation Serbia. Her research and policy studies are focused on social inclu-
sion of Roma primarily targeting social justice and equity in education. During
the COVID-19 pandemic she developed an emergency educational programme
for Roma children followed by impact analysis covering primary schools all over
the Serbia. She was also engaged in expert committees of several international
organizations, as well as facilitated government’s working groups in area of
Roma inclusion. She is living in Serbia.

Monika Kapas (Serbia) completed her doctorate at the University of Pécs Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences. His research topic was: Romani Communities
in Vojvodina. Examination, and comparison through analysis of education and
employment of Romani population in two Vojvodinian communities. She has
published at several conferences, mainly related to the social situation of disad-
vantaged Roma. She is living in Serbia.

Anita Lukenda (Bosnia and Herzegovina) obtained her PhD from the University
of Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina. She is Assistant Professor of General
Pedagogy and Andragogy at the Department of Pedagogy, Faculty of Science and
Education, University of Mostar. From 2018 until 2021 she was Head of
Department of Pedagogy and from 2014 to 2018 Acting Head of Department of
Pedagogy, Faculty of Science and Education, University of Mostar. From 2019 to
2022 she was a Member of Governing Board of the Student and Teacher Mobility
Fund of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Her research interests are in
lifelong learning, adult education, education policy, intercultural education and
international education. She has published works on lifelong learning, on edu-
cation systems in Bosnia and Herzegovina, on intercultural education in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and on education of the Roma minority in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Merita H. Mege (Albania) is an Albanian PhD holder in International Family
and Community Studies at Clemson University South Carolina; researcher and
consultant specialized in the fields of family studies, poverty reduction, human
rights and international community studies. Her research interest has extended to
minority rights with a particular focus on Roma minority, in general, and Roma
children, in particular. She has published several articles about the disadvantaged
position of this minority group in Albania.

Andrea Ohidy, Prof Dr (Germany) is Professor at the Institute of Education
Sciences and holder of the Jean Monnet Chair Freiburg for European Education
at the University of Education Freiburg. Her research interests include

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



About the Contributors  xiii

educational policy in the European Union, lifelong learning, teacher training and
pedagogic professionalism. She has published in these areas in German, Hun-
garian and English. Her recent publications examine the educational participation
of Roma.

Marc Reinbold (Germany) is a student at the University of Education Freiburg,
currently enroled in teacher training (elementary level). His subjects of interest are
Political Sciences and German. He finished his BA last term and currently aims at
finishing his master’s degree (MEd). His scholarly interests include political
processes, especially regarding EU processes of the Western Balkans.

Srdjan Vukadinovic (Montenegro) is Director of the Centre for Social Research in
Podgorica (Montenegro) and a full Professor of sociology at the Faculty of
Philosophy, University of Montenegro; Doctor of sociological sciences. His
research interest is general sociology, social structure, sociology of interethnic
relations and sociology of vulnerable and marginalized groups. He has published
about 30 papers on Roma in Montenegro and in the Western Balkans and also
participated in projects concerning the position of national minorities.

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



This page intentionally left blank

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



Acknowledgement

We want to thank all contributors, especially the authors of the country studies.
They are experts who often not only describe and analyze the (education) situa-
tion of the Roma minority in their countries but also take part in policymaking,
program-developing and practical realization to improve it in the sense of the
Roma inclusion policies.

Special thanks to Alina Boutiuc-Kaiser, Fatima Chahin-Dorflinger, Tibor
Cserti-Csapo, Matthias Eickhoff, Roland Heged(s, Tamas Kozma, Tim Loffler,
Janka Vogel, Ulrike Wolff-Jontofsohn for their kind help.

Last but not least, we want to thank the very helpful team of Emerald
Publishing.

All chapters of this book underwent two blind peer review processes and a
language proof.

Downl oaded from http://ftp. nowpubl i shers. con books/ edited-vol une/ chapt er - pdf / 8915356/ 978- 1- 80382- 521- 220231009. pdf by g



	Lifelong Learning and the Roma Minority in the Western Balkans
	Lifelong Learning and the Roma Minority in the Western Balkans
	Copyright Page
	Table of Contents
	List of Figures and Tables
	About the Contributors
	Acknowledgement

