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PROLOGUE

Plato wrote in The Republic the following, “The beginning is the most impor-
tant part of the work.” Being so motivated, I am using this Prologue to explain
briefly my entrance into the research field of collaborative R&D or more
specifically into the study of research joint ventures (RJVs).

My research journey began in 1985 with a research grant from the Nation-
al Science Foundation (NSF). The project, titled “An Economic Analysis of
Cooperative R&D Programs,” had the objective of creating a national data-
base on formal RJVs based on public filings in the Federal Register in the
aftermath of the National Cooperative Research Act (NCRA) of 1984. The
unit of observation in the database that I created, which I named the COop-
erative REsearch (CORE) Database, and which I discuss in some detail in
Chapter 1 of this book, was the RJV itself. Since then, I have continued to
write about cooperative research and RJVs both in terms of legislative initia-
tives and in terms of informal firm-with-firm, firm-with-university, and firm-
with-public sector research cooperation.

This book represents, to some extent, a stopping point in my research
journey. In early 2014, I developed a survey instrument to collect detailed
information about RJVs. My effort of testing the instrument and soliciting
RJV-active firms to respond to it resulted in what I call the National RJV
database (NRJVD). I had the privilege of unveiling aspects of this database
at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
in Paris in 2014. Since that time, relevant data were collected and analyzed.
I have published a few papers based on the NRJVD and a 2020 book titled
Collaborative Research in the United States in which information from the
NR]JVD is described in some detail. This book is my swan song, so to speak,
on collaborative R&D and RJVs. Emerald Publishing was kind enough to
make pages available to me to explore the NRJVD descriptively and econo-
metrically, and herein I am pleased to present my findings.

While I began this personalized Prologue with a quotation from Plato,
I end it with a quotation from William Blake: “You never know what is enough
unless you know what is more than enough.”
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