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SERIES EDITOR PREFACE
Professor Wendy Purcell, PhD FRSA

Higher education (HE) contributes materially to the delivery of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through high quality 
teaching and learning, HE supports the development of responsi-
ble citizens as scholars, leaders, entrepreneurs, and professionals.  
Universities and colleges undertake curiosity-driven and socially 
impactful research to help advance knowledge frontiers and find 
solutions for the world’s most pressing issues. Higher education 
institutions (HEIs) are also active in civic and community settings, 
often as anchor institutions. Nevertheless, given the fierce urgency 
of (un)sustainable development, the climate crisis, and widening  
inequity within countries and across the globe, HE needs to do more 
and go faster. For HE to deliver fully against the SDGs, it needs to  
adapt to this shared global agenda and embrace transformative change.

This book series focuses on the role of HE in advancing the  
SDGs, identifying some actionable and scalable initiatives, and 
pointing to opportunities ahead. In sharing the ways and means uni-
versities and colleges across the world are engaging with the SDGs, 
the series seeks to both inspire and enable those in the HE sector and 
stakeholders beyond to transform what they do and how they do it 
and thereby hasten progress toward Agenda 2030. Insights gleaned 
from relevant case studies, reflective accounts, and student stories 
can help the HE sector both deepen and accelerate its engagement 
with the SDGs. Each book seeks to capture examples of how HEIs 
are innovating to deliver their academic mission and progress the 
SDG concerned. Illustrating the work of students, that is undertaken  
by faculty and staff of the institution and conducted with other 
stakeholders and partners, positions HE as a change agent operating 
at a systems level to help create a world that leaves no one behind.

vii
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vii i Series Editor Preface

Taking up this global challenge, SDG11 “Sustainable Cities and 
Communities” calls on us to “Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient 
and sustainable.” Bringing key assets of curiosity and the pursuit 
of knowledge and its application to partners seeking solutions and 
driving innovation, universities and colleges operate in both local 
and global networks. In cities, by enabling talent to express itself 
in our society and help realize human potential, HEIs connect the 
worlds of learning, work, and entrepreneurship in support of more 
sustainable economic growth. As place-makers, HEIs use their con-
vening power to draw stakeholders around a problem in support of 
the adaptive change needed to tackle the challenges of sustainable 
development such as climate change and the transition to net zero.

This book on HE and SDG11 highlights the work of universities 
and colleges on sustainable cities and communities with examples 
drawn from multistakeholder ventures focused on urban trans-
formation. A central theme is the way trustful partnerships with 
equity-minded leaders are created and sustained by HEIs working 
with a range of city and community actors from business, public 
sector city officials, and political leaders to foster resilience, adap-
tation, and a just transition. Academic knowledge comes together 
with the practical insights and lived experience of those in cities 
to advance sustainable development and new urban governance 
models. Many of these examples are in essence a “living lab,” with 
real-world problems being the education space in which new peda-
gogies and ways of working emerge through radical collaboration 
with those outside the academy. In this way, the campus and city 
together become a shared community space for experimentation, 
innovation, and socio-technical actions in pursuit of more sustain-
able urban futures and an improved quality of life for all.

Health of people, planet, and shared prosperity rely upon the full 
participation of HE with universities and colleges in turn needing 
to pursue greater engagement with the SDGs – not least to reduce 
their own environmental footprint and become more equitable. As 
organizations that have stood for many centuries in some cases, 
this demands that they adapt to new models of learning, research 
partnerships, and leadership and governance frameworks to accel-
erate progress on delivering the SDGs. Immersive engagement with 
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ixSeries Editor Preface

the SDGs can catalyze pedagogic innovation, serve to refresh cur-
ricula, and stimulate new program development. It can also open 
new avenues for research, attract new sources of funding, and 
energize people to deliver on the academic mission. Sustainabil-
ity is a goal for today and sustainable development an organizing 
principle. HEIs can play a critical role in developing new systemic 
and transformative solutions through interdisciplinary and multi-
stakeholder collaboration and a purposeful focus on the SDGs. 
This book illustrates this approach as it relates to HE and SDG11 
calling for systems-based urban action and universities and colleges 
that are more connected to the cities and communities they serve 
locally and globally.
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