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FOREWORD

Since the early 1970s, I have had the pleasure of working to enhance attention 
and support for rural land uses, environments, enterprises and communities 
across the United Kingdom (UK). During my 50-year career, I have worked with 
UK organisations including the Countryside Agency (CA), the Commission for 
Rural Communities (CRC), the National Farmers’ Union (NFU), the National 
Innovation Centre for Rural Economies and Scotland’s Rural College, and 
international organisations such as the European Parliament, Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the United Nations 
(UN). Looking back, I recognise that regular access to academic evidence has 
underpinned my analysis, advice, advocacy, promotion and delivery of support 
programmes and policies. I am, therefore, writing this foreword with the expecta-
tion that this collection will offer those that continue my journey a commendable 
source of evidence.

The character, classifications and perceptions of ‘rural’ communities and econ-
omies are diverse. So are the ‘entrepreneurs’ who create or harness rural resources 
and opportunities. Over time, rural places and economies have witnessed many 
transformations. Accordingly, research, advocacy and support for rural enter-
prises benefit from a collective and diverse set of skills, outlooks and sources. 
The editors of this book have called upon such qualities from a broad group of 
centres within and beyond Britain.

Britain has a rich history and corpus of official inquiries, reports and regula-
tions in which landowners and allied occupations are highly visible, for example, 
in England’s Domesday Inquests, the medieval Welsh ‘Law Book of Hywel Dda’, 
and the First Statistical Account of Scotland 1790–1799. Such land-based enter-
prises – though they now form only 15% of England’s rural businesses – continue  
to evolve, presenting new material, examples and questions, as evidenced in sev-
eral chapters in this book. In contrast to the ever-present focus on land-based 
enterprises, the contributions of other rural industries gradually lost visibil-
ity, and learned enquiry, as Britain was converted into notably urban societies. 
Thankfully, early in the 20th century, interest in the breadth, opportunities and 
challenges of other rural enterprises and communities was led by the establish-
ment of the Rural Development Commission (RDC). The foundations that the 
RDC built for sound systematic research into rural places and businesses, and 
strong relationships with social and economic research centres, were adopted 
after its closure by successor English, Welsh and Scottish agencies.

My teams at the CA and CRC continued to grow this focus, building relations 
with practitioners, universities and colleges, many of whom are represented by 
authors in this book. They provided us with a sound, broad and complementary 
evidence base, to inform, initiate or support programmes and policies at national 
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and regional levels. This collection includes and develops further a few of the 
many themes of such shared working, for example, the roles and challenges faced 
by women rural entrepreneurs and the value of rural’s economic contribution. It 
is also refreshing to read here of newer features of rural enterprise or entrepre-
neurs, such as the nature of rural-organised criminality and the place of arts and 
culture in driving rural entrepreneurship and wellbeing.

These chapters offer new paths for today’s academics and provide ideas and 
routes for future scholars, and decision-makers, to explore. I encourage the circu-
lation of this book to encourage and stimulate would-be rural entrepreneurs of 
the future, at home and abroad. It has been my enjoyable experience to seek out, 
encourage, support and harness research, ideas and their forms of presentation, 
such as this book and the conferences that underpin it. Thus, I wish all similar 
enjoyable and beneficial reading.

I will add this book to my home library.

Roger M. Turner
Retired Rural Policy Advisor
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