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Perceptions of a Pandemic is a thorough and systematic exploration, rooted in

data, of the events during the first pandemic of the social media era. This book

highlights how the internet and social media have changed how a pandemic can
be managed and how essential they have become in our daily lives during crises.

—Pasi Moisio, Research Professor,

National Institute for Health and Welfare, Finland

Perceptions of a Pandemic provides a unique look at how the COVID-19 pandemic
unfolded during its early months. The wide-ranging analyses offer us insights into
how two cultures handled the pandemic, and the results provide guidance for
how to manage health emergencies. The authors manage to say something new
about the pandemic, which is hard to do at this point. Perceptions of a Pandemic
is a must read for scholars, policy makers, and anyone who is interested in being
better prepared for coping with or managing crises.

—Matthew Costello, Associate Professor, Clemson University, USA

This work illustrates the enduring value of cross-national comparative socio-
logical analysis. It highlights the similarities and differences between the United
States and Finland and then leverages these to examine how the structural fea-
tures of each country are related to their response to a common exogenous shock:
the COVID-19 pandemic. This approach makes a valuable contribution to the lit-
erature that goes beyond a single historical event to demonstrate the importance
of comparative work for a wide range of topics.

—James Witte, Professor, George Mason University, USA
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We dedicate this book to the over 7 million people who lost their lives to COVID-19,
their families, and their loved ones.
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