
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Teddi Beam-Conroy is Associate Professor of Bilingual and ESL Education
at Heritage University in Seattle, Washington. In addition to 20 years as a
bilingual classroom teacher, she was the Bilingual/ESL Gifted and
Talented Teacher Consultant for the Northside Independent School
District in San Antonio, Texas, for 12 years. A specialist in gifted education
for English Learners and other underrepresented gifted populations, she
has presented nationally on ELLs, gifted education, and multicultural
populations and is an experienced professional developer. She earned her
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction in Bilingual/Bicultural Education
from the University of Texas at Austin.

Patrick Blessinger, Ed.D., is the Founder, Executive Director, and Chief
Research Scientist of the International Higher Education Teaching and
Learning Association (HETL) and an Adjunct Associate Professor in the
School of Education at St. John’s University (NYC). Dr. Blessinger is the
editor-in-chief of two international academic journals and two interna-
tional book series on higher education.

Peter Corkill is an Educational Leader who has worked across a range of
secondary schools, including regional locations and larger city-based
schools. He has led mathematics curriculum development and the trial
and implementation of new pedagogies in mathematics, and led school-
�university mathematics partnerships. He has also led significant change to
teaching and student learning at several Victorian government schools.
Peter was a founding faculty leader at Jerudong International School in
Brunei, which gave him a broad international perspective and the opportu-
nity to both teach at and lead a school during its establishment. Peter is the
inaugural Principal of John Monash Science School (JMSS), established at
Monash University in 2009. JMSS has pioneered contemporary curricula
development, team-based approaches to teaching and exemplary use of
learning technologies. Peter places teaching for effective learning at the
forefront of his agenda, and continues to teach mathematics despite the
demands of the JMSS principalship.

301

Downloaded from http://ftp.nowpublishers.com/books/edited-volume/chapter-pdf/9401725/s2055-364120150000005016.pdf by guest on 07 July 2026



Barbara Cozza, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor, Assistant Chairperson
and Program Director for the Ed.D. in Instructional Leadership, in the
Department of Administration and Instructional Leadership at St. John’s
University (NYC). Dr. Cozza’s research targets school reform issues in the
areas of curriculum, instruction, assessment, and leadership. She is senior
editor for The Journal of Applied Research in Higher Education.
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