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ecently ranked by U.S. News and
World Report as one of the top col-
leges in the United States, the Uni-

versity of Florida College of Pharmacy has
been using Elluminate technology in its
Online Master of Science in Pharmacy Pro-
gram since the program began 5 years ago.
Our online master of science in pharmacy
program now has nearly 200 students and
75 alumni across the country.

The online MSPharm program is a great
opportunity for pharmacy-industry pro-
fessionals to set themselves apart by gain-
ing expertise in drug regulation,
compliance, patient safety, risk manage-
ment, and more, opening doors to a vari-
ety of expanded career options. And
because this is a part-time program, stu-
dents take one class at a time live, online in
Elluminate, allowing working profession-
als a format that fits into their busy sched-
ules.

Without Elluminate, the UF MSPharm
degree, which began in 1923, could not be
offered in a distance education format.
When the college sought to expand the
residential program to an online format,
the faculty decided frequent class meetings
in a virtual classroom were essential. Ellu-
minate has made it possible to create a cul-
ture of collaborative learning that bonds
students as academic colleagues despite
the thousands of miles that physically sep-
arate them.

In addition to being an ideal learning
platform, Elluminate is very easy to learn
to use as moderators and instructors.
When we launched the online program,
some faculty had virtually no computer
skills but were able to quickly develop user
skills and expand their curriculum because
of the functionality Elluminate offers.
Additionally, the ease of using Elluminate
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has led them to learn other computer
applications that previously had been too
intimidating to attempt.

How do we use Elluminate at the UF
College of Pharmacy? To view a video we
developed, visit http://tinyurl.com/
ufvideo. You can also view a sample Ellu-
minate class at http://media.cop.ufl.edu/
e-example/. 

STUDENTS BUILD CONFIDENCE IN 
INTERACTIVE ONLINE ENVIRONMENT

Often, students share with me how Ellu-
minate has led to greater participation in
class. One student told me,

I never spoke in class during my under-
graduate program in a physical class-
room. I’m just too shy. But an Elluminate
classroom is a safe place to participate in
class discussions because I feel secure in
my own home. Now I participate in class
all the time, and I have to make sure I
don’t dominate the discussion. Ellumi-
nate has helped me overcome my shy-
ness about speaking to groups of people,
and now I have the confidence to talk in
groups even when we are physically
together.

Most applicants are surprised to learn
our classes are held live at set days and
times. And occasionally we are asked, “You
mean we have to attend class?” Active in-
class participation is essential to our teach-
ing philosophy, and students who want to
avoid that would not fit well in our pro-
gram.

REGISTERED PHARMACIST AND

MBA CANDIDATE VALUES 
INTERACTION AND COLLABORATION

According to 2010 program alumnus Har-
old Newton, Elluminate made this pro-
gram doable. “Most online classes are
essentially self-learning in a vacuum,”
explained Newton. “But with Elluminate,
classes are live and interactive. It is as close

to attending class on campus as you can
get without actually being there physi-
cally.”

Newton cited the ability to “check out” a
classroom for student-led study groups as
one of the program’s best attributes. “My
cohorts consisted of pharmacy profession-
als across the country,” he said. “We were
everywhere, from Maine to California, yet
Elluminate’s functionality allowed us to
interact just like we were all in the same
room.”

“Collaboration has been the cornerstone
of my education, and Elluminate provided
a venue where students and faculty can
interact ‘live’ from any time zone,” added
Newton. “If you believe the expression
‘technology is making the world flat,’ then
Elluminate has made the world a little flat-
ter.”

ABOUT UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

AND ITS MSPHARM PROGRAM

The University of Florida (UF) is a major,
public, comprehensive, land-grant,
research university. The state’s oldest and
most comprehensive university, UF is
among the nation’s most academically
diverse public universities. UF has a long
history of established programs in interna-
tional education, research, and service. It is
one of only 17 public, land-grant universi-
ties that belong to the Association of Amer-
ican Universities.

The UF MSPharm program has a long-
standing tradition of excellence dating
back to 1923. Since its inception, the pro-
gram has stood for excellence, leading the
way in academic innovation. In 2005, the
program was expanded to include distance
education. Classes for the online MSPharm
program are held live, online, in highly
interactive virtual classrooms at set days
and times. Students take one three-credit,
7-week class at a time, meeting twice
weekly during evening hours, often
including Sundays.
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ABOUT ELLUMINATE

Elluminate, Inc. provides proven, best-in-
class web, audio, video, and social net-
working solutions that support twenty-
first century teaching, learning, and collab-
oration. The company serves more than 1
billion annual web-collaboration minutes
to over 7 million teachers and students
located in 170 different countries.  

Headquartered in Calgary, Alberta, Can-
ada and Pleasanton, California, Elluminate

is the trusted choice of prominent aca-
demic institutions and corporations,
including ADP, Apple Computer, Califor-
nia State University, Florida Virtual School,
Georgetown University, K12 Inc., London
Knowledge Lab, Los Angeles Unified
School District, Miami-Dade County Public
Schools, Novell, Queen's University, Royal
Veterinary College, Red Hat, Sun Micro-
systems, and many more. 

“WITHOUT ELLUMINATE, THE UF MS PHARM DEGREE, WHICH BEGAN IN 1923, COULD NOT

BE OFFERED IN A DISTANCE EDUCATION FORMAT.” —DAVID BRUSHWOOD
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MASTER OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
AND E-LEARNING

Enroll now.             800-888-UMUC    umuc.edu/elearning

LEARN ONLINE TO LEAD ONLINE.
Tomorrow’s most coveted instructors and managers will be those who can design, develop, 
deliver and manage educational programs online. Start preparing today, with a certificate 
or Master of Distance Education and E-Learning from University of Maryland University 
College (UMUC). Taught by an international faculty of distance learning professionals, the 
program takes a unique, interdisciplinary approach. Dual degree options with the UMUC 
MBA, MS in management or MEd in instructional technology are also available. 
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CALL FOR PAPERS

PUBLISH IN DISTANCE LEARNING

THE EDITORS OF DISTANCE LEARNING WOULD LIKE TO PUBLISH 

YOUR PAPER. WE ARE INTERESTED IN PAPERS DEALING WITH 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF DISTANCE EDUCATION IN A VARIETY 

OF SETTINGS. CONTACT MICHAEL SIMONSON, EDITOR,

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR IDEA

(954-262-8563; SIMSMICH@NOVA.EDU). GUIDELINES FOR 

SUBMITTING YOUR PAPER

CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE iii OF THIS ISSUE.
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