Appendix B. Topic List
	1. Introduction

	Introduce yourself and the research

1a. Respondent background
Can you briefly introduce yourself?
> Role in the company
> Background

1b. Venture and value proposition
Can you tell me a little bit about your venture?
> What motivated you into founding this venture?
> What assets/contacts did you start out with?
> What sustainability issue is your venture trying to address?

1c. Technology and IP
> What do you consider to be your venture’s IP?
> What technology is your venture based on?
> What steps have you taken to protect it? 
> What other kinds of IP (rights, assets, mechanisms) does your company control?

1d. Stakeholders
What stakeholders are/have been relevant to your venture? (refer back to actors mentioned in previous answers + partners listed in publications)
> What kind of partners have been important to you in your development?
> What has your interaction with your partners been like?
> Who interacts/is meant to interact with your IP?
> How have your relationships shaped the choices you made regarding IP?


	2. IP decisions / knowledge sharing and protecting

	Ideally, your innovation would of course be adopted by everyone, but there may be reasons why this is not (currently) possible… 

2a. IP decisions
> What reasons did you have for taking the IP decisions your venture took?
> Did you consider whether this would promote or hinder the spread of your innovation?
> What would have been the argument not to take IP?

2b. Tensions
> In what ways does your IP contribute to the spread of your innovation?
> In what ways does your IP hinder the spread of your innovation? 
> Do you ever experience any tensions or trade-offs between the protection and sharing of your innovation? 
> How do you resolve those? (why?) 
> What role, if any, does IP play in this?

(if mentioned/hinted in conversation) Have you considered sharing/waiving/pledging/open sourcing your IP and why/why not?

	3. Wind-down

	3a. Wrap-up
Anything relevant left unsaid?
Was everything clear?

Thank for cooperation, request follow-up






