Supplementary Material 2 – Linguistic Skill Development 
Comprehensive overview of review studies, categorized by reported Theory of Change elements and Level of Governance (Source: Author’s own work)
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	Study Population and Design
	Level of Governance
	Intervention Content
	Intended Outcome
	Outcome Measure
	Results as reported

	Luka and Seniut, 2019

moderate overall quality (10.5/18)
	Comparative evaluative study of n = 200 students of an intercultural blended-learning English language course at Latvian and Lithuanian universities  
	Policy Issued Intervention
	Language Skill Development through Blended Learning, aimed to improve students' 21st century skills, and thus, success in the labor market
	Language Skill Improvement
 
21st Century Skill improvement
	Pre- and Post testing of opinion variables related to the intervention. 

Feedback essays of course participants 
	Positive Intervention Outcome

Students rated the learning platform and courses highly, finding them useful, visually appealing, interesting, interactive, creative, well-structured, and easy to navigate.

	Murphy and Cunningham, 2012

strong overall quality (14.5/18)
	Case Study of n = 74 Irish students who did not regularly attempt crosswords and control group 
	Response to Direct Labout Market Demand
	Solving crosswords daily for enhancement of Semantic Verbal Fluency (SVF) a key contributor to communication skills, potentially enhancing graduate employability
	Improved Communication Skills 
	SVF measure: listing as many animals as possible in one minute
	Positive Intervention Outcome

Participants who completed a daily crossword for a month showed significant improvement in SVF compared to those who did not. This suggests broad, non-specific interventions can enhance SVF performance.

	Zakaria and Nair, 2019

moderate overall quality (11/18)
	Cohort study of n = 139 unemployed Malaysian graduates 
	Response to Direct Labout Market Demand
	Preparatory Training Course for English language communication skills, aimed at improving labor market entry for graduates
	Communication Skills 
Project Management Skills 
	Analysis of extensive reports that were prepared by training providers

Pre- and Post test of English language performance 
	Positive Intervention Outcome

The program achieved a 96% employment rate within three months of completion.

	Dash et al., 2020

strong overall quality (14/18)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Case study of n = 250 (n = 90 experiment, n = 160 control) undergraduates and management students of SOA university, India, divided into 3 groups
	Response to Direct Labout Market Demand
	Advanced language and grammar course for engineers with the aim to advance communication skills 

Group 1: emphasis on grammar 
Group 2: emphasis on vocabulary 
Group 3: speaking ability, phonetics and soft skills 
	Interpersonal Skill Competence 
Team Work Skills 
Communication Skills 
	Frequency of success in campus selection
	Positive Intervention Outcomes LM

Soft skills training significantly improved campus placement success compared to students without such training, even after a one-year incubation period.

	Hiew et al., 2021

strong overall quality (13/18)
	Ex post facto research of n = 3.918 Malaysian graduates (2015, 2016, 2017) 
	Governmental Demand 
	Advanced English Language Course for science graduates in Malaysia to determine if English language proficiency significantly affects their employability.
	Improved Language Skills 
Skill Articulation
	Employment status; 
English course results; 
Malayian University Entrance Test (MUET)   
	Inconclusive Intervention Outcome LM

English proficiency alone is not a major determinant of employability. Key factors include geographical location, regional economic conditions, alignment of study programs with job markets, individual resilience, and graduate mobility.




