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[bookmark: _GoBack]This supplementary appendix (a-b) is linked to the article entitled “The potential of the Blue Economy to promote the generation of sustainable employment in the European Union.” It contains valuable content that could not be accommodated within the journal’s word limit and is made available here for transparency and scholarly completeness. In particular, the document expands upon the introductory part and complements the full methodological framework in its original depth, offering conceptual and procedural elements that were necessarily abbreviated in the main submission.


Appendix A. Extended Introduction
[…] However, strictly speaking the Blue Economy is part of the Green Economy (Dornan et al., 2018; Dziura, 2016; Lavrikova et al., 2021) and represents one of the fundamental pillars of the European Green Deal (European Commission, 2021). In the same way, the Blue Economy targets are represented within the UN Sustainable Development Goals (UN-GA, 2015), fundamentally from SDGS 7, 8, 9, and 14 (“Affordable and clean energy”, “Decent work and economic growth”, “Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure”, and, “Life below water”, respectively) (Jentoft & Chuenpagdee, 2022; Lavrikova et al., 2021; Tirumala & Tiwari, 2022). UIn any event, the Blue Economy also suffers from several weaknesses intrinsic to its own nature since its analyses have to cope with different relative sizes, conceptualizations and characterizations (Graziano et al., 2022). Such elements shape a truly complex field of study (Burgess et al., 2018; Keen et al., 2018), hindering the obtaining of an objective picture of the results achieved by the implementation of blue policies in productive sectors (Reinertsen & Asdal, 2019). Notably, in some cases the variables that characterize this field are difficult to quantify, since not only purely economic effects are recorded, but also the ethical-moral aspect of their implementation such as social inclusion (United Nations, 2017) or social and territorial cohesion (Soma et al., 2018).
Regardless that many countries and transnational areas have opted to adhere to the principles of the Blue Economy, today we are still far away from the creation of 100 million jobs in a 10- year time horizon, one of the goals initially set by Pauli (2010), The European Union has been one of them during the last decade. This research project has chosen to perform a panel data
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analysis of the 27 member states of the European Union to determine which are the main drivers of this phenomenon throughout Europe. Likewise, to obtain a greater depth in our analysis, we have analyzed the joint evolution of the Blue Economy in Europe throughout the period 2009- 2017 and we have differentiated the creation of blue jobs from the different oceanic facades belonging to the European Union.
Appendix B. Full Methodological Details
[…] A certain degree of synergies between some of the variables analyzed can be inferred from the correlation matrix (Pearson, 1896) presented in A. As a general rule, all the described correlations are positive, except for the variables OE, PA, SAR, and MT, concerning the dependent variable (BEJ), although their level of correlation may be considered quite limited. In fact, there is no significant correlation between the dependent variable and the explanatory variables. On the other hand, the positive correlation between variables PA versus MT and SAR, and, to a lesser degree, versus LR, is noteworthy. Likewise, the strong relationship between the variables CT and LR is also noteworthy. Such relationships can be explained given the close link and feedback between port activities and maritime transport. In the same way, very often, tourist centers are also, in dual form, fishing centers, a feature that would also explain the correlation between both variables (Table A).

Table A.: Pearson Correlation Matrix. Source: authors’ own elaboration; data from EU Blue Indicators  (Blue Indicators, 2020).
	Variables
	BEJ
	LR
	NLR
	OE
	PA
	SAR
	MT
	CT

	BEJ
	1
	0.018
	0.043
	-0.081
	-0.204***
(0.001)
	-0.153***
(0.012)
	-0.097
	0.301***
( 0.0001)

	LR
	
	1
	0.195***
(0.001)
	0.113
	0.674***
( 0.0001)
	0.712***
( 0.0001)
	0.432***
( 0.0001)
	0.890***
( 0.0001)

	NLR
	
	1
	0.004
	0.163***
(0.007)
	0.479***
( 0.0001)
	0.225***
(0.000)
	0.158***
(0.009)

	OE
	
	1
	0.540***
( 0.0001)
	0.309***
( 0.0001)
	0.598***
( 0.0001)
	0.055

	PA
	
	1
	0.869***
( 0.0001)
	0.818***
( 0.0001)
	0.479***
( 0.0001)

	SAR
	
	1
	0.716***
( 0.0001)
	0.529***
( 0.0001)

	MT
	
	1
	0.329***
( 0.0001)

	CT
	
	1


Where significance level *** denotes the p-values less than 0.001.





[…] Such assumptions are ascertained in Figure A in which it can be noted how the residual terms of the Fixed Effects Model are substantially lower than those of the Random Effects Model (uˆ2).
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Figure A.: Residual Q-Q plot. Source: authors’ own elaboration; data from EU Blue Indicators (Blue Indicators, 2020). 
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