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EDITORS’ INTRODUCTION

Marvin W. Berkowitz and Jacques S. Benninga

Welcome to the first issue of the 15th volume
of the Journal of Character Education.  As
frequently happens, there is an innovation in
this rendering of the JCE.  While we have had
many guest-edited themed issues in the past,
this is the first time we have had a “Special
Section” with a thematic focus in a more gen-
eral issue.  The Center for Moral Science Edu-
cation at Reitaku University in Japan proposed
a focus on moralogy.  Moralogy is a field of
study originated by Chikuro Hiroike well over
a century ago.  The term itself is a rendering of
morality and science, but it encompasses much
more.  The three articles in this section are
quite disparate, while all focusing on Hiroike
and moralogy, but from very different perspec-
tives.  The first is an overview of moralogy and
presents the ideas of its founder, Dr. Hiroike. 
It is written by Osamu Nakayama, who has
recently retired as president of Reitaku Univer-
sity and is now teaching at the Graduate
School of Education, and by his colleague,
Kenichi Eshima.   

The second is by Peter Luff, who has
worked at Reitaku University.  His focus is a
comparison of the thinking of Hiroike and
Felix Adler, because he sees both as respond-
ing to ethical crises due to modernity and soci-
etal secularization at about the same time in
history albeit in different places.  The third
article in this special section is by Kristján
Kristjánsson, a philosopher at the Jubilee Cen-
tre for Character and Virtue at the University

of Birmingham (England), about the relevance
of moralogy to the study of moral examplars. 
Hiroike relied heavily on the methodology of
using moral examplars (what he termed
“ortholinons”) in developing his theory.  Krist-
jánsson examines this use of moral examplars
as it relates to moral exemplar methodology
more broadly. We would like to thank Kazu-
nobu Horiuchi, the vice president for student
affairs and international liaison at Reitaku Uni-
versity, for helping to shepherd this collection.

This issue also includes two other scholarly
articles and a practitioner-focused article. The
first scholarly article is by Claudio Rivera who
analyzes both how business schools prepare
future business leaders to manage ethically,
and then more critically how they ought to do
so. Then David Shields and Christopher Funk
present an empirical study of purposefulness in
the world of U.S. intercollegiate athletics.
They study the relation of a sense of purpose to
a set of psychological characteristics. The
issue closes out with a practitioner-focused
article by Matthew Williams, chronicling the
journey to start up a new school, the Public
Service Leadership Academy in Syracuse, NY
to replace a failing urban high school.
Williams provides lots of important lessons
from this journey to use leadership theory to
guide this project.

We hope you find this new Issue of the JCE
to be valuable, informative, and stimulating …
even provocative. 
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