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Some 1600 Chinese firms are now engaged in the provision of
construction and related services outside of China with around
US$50 billion of sales generated as a result. China estimates that
this still only amounts to some 5% of her capacity and to some
2% of the available world market for exported engineering goods
and services, so the recent rapid growth in China’s international
engineering expansion is likely to continue.

The contribution that China is making to global engineering
is increasingly focusing on the highest quality of engineering
delivered worldwide and in collaboration with world class partners.
This collaborative quality is already readily visible throughout
China as the skylines of China’s major cities testify. We will see
growing evidence of this same contribution as China’s engineering
community further expands its international reach.

We therefore expect to see our journal contributions developing
to reflect this trend and the editors are already in receipt of high
quality papers from mainland China authors which have started the
refereeing process.

We would encourage our readers to both comment on the papers
that we are publishing and to send us your own contributions for
consideration for future issues. We would welcome the opportunity
to include a debate on past papers in future issues.

We look forward to hearing your suggestions regarding what
papers you are interested in and would like to see published in the
journal. It is hard to respond immediately but suitable suggestions
could be included in future calls for papers.

This journal has been published with the aim of strengthening
the professional engineering links between China and the UK and
to help all our members benefit from the growing body of global
expertise within the Institution.

The journal will focus on subjects that are as important in
China as they are in the rest of the world: sustainable development;
alternative sources of energy and the infrastructure needed to create
them; transportation; urban development; and civil engineering
innovation across all disciplines.

The papers published in this second issue were originally
published in ICE’s existing professional journals. This current
issue comprises five technical papers. We believe that these papers
will be of real interest to Chinese civil engineers since they mirror
the growing trend in China to strive to build an energy-saving,
environmentally sustainable and harmonious society.

We hope that you will find the current selection of papers
stimulating, as we have, and we look forward to your feedback.

Geoff Mills and Lin Shaopei

Institution of Civil Engineers
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