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This issue marks our entry into our second year of publication. It has
been a great pleasure as editors, and encouraging for future progress
of the journal, to have received such a positive response from

our readers. This is especially so given the feedback from both
non-English readers and engineers other than civil engineers
throughout China.

We have focused our initial efforts on sourcing and publishing
papers oriented to commonly encountered problems in the civil
engineering profession. Papers published to date have covered
topics including sustainable development, alternative energy
sources, transportation, urban development and civil engineering
management: issues relevant both to China and elsewhere in the
world. In this issue you will find the following papers, all of which
have a sustainability theme.

‘Making tomorrow a better place’, by past ICE President Quentin
Leiper, comprises some important extracts on sustainability
from his inaugural address. The paper describes how we use our
knowledge and skills to influence positively the sustainability
agenda and deliver increasingly sustainable engineering solutions.

‘Engineering skills shortages in China — a personal view’ by
Geoffrey Mills reviews how the UK civil engineering industry has
adapted itself to meet some of the major challenges faced in the past
half century. The author emphasises the importance of continuing
education in this process and highlights some important differences
between western and Chinese engineering education. The next
generation of engineers must learn from both countries’ experiences
in engineering education and training to be able to respond to the
challenges of our legacy.

‘GPS measurements on the London Millennium bridge’ by
Roberts et al. demonstrates how global positioning satellite (GPS)
technology has been used in bridge displacement monitoring on
this well-known structure. Emphasis is focused on digital signal
processing techniques and the paper explains why the degree
of measurement precision was influenced by disharmonious
distribution of satellites. The paper highlights the disparate range of
skills and access to technology required by modern engineers.

‘A risk-based decision-support system for bridge management’ by
Flaig et al. presents a novel framework for an advanced bridge
management system including a wide range of issues in bridge
management decisions making. It provides an innovative, rational
and risk-based decision-support tool.

‘Safety and cost-effectiveness of clear zones in Iran’ by Ayati
et al. studies safety and cost problems on the site of a highway in
rock cut. The paper aims to quantify the societal cost of rock-faced
accidents and thus to allow a more rational cost/benefit analysis of
this engineering solution.

We would continue to encourage our readers to both comment
on the papers that we are publishing and to send us your own
contributions for consideration for future issues. We would welcome
the opportunity to include in future issues a debate on past papers.

We hope that you will find the current selection of papers as
interesting as we have in reviewing them and we look forward to
your feedback.
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