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Following its successful launch and early issues Civil Engineering
Innovation is now established with a regular publication schedule.
Enjoying the support of our readers and authors in China and world-
wide, the editors are already in receipt of positive reader feedback
and a flow of high quality papers from authors based in mainland
China which are now progressing through the refereeing process.

Feedback from our readers has requested that the journal draw
early attention to the lessons learned from important engineering
events globally and especially in China. We therefore encourage and
welcome potential authors in submitting papers on civil engineering
innovation across all disciplines, including building and infrastruc-
ture related to disaster response; sustainable development; alterna-
tive sources of energy and the infrastructure needed to create and
distribute it; transportation; and all aspects of urban development
and master planning.

The major 12 May, 2008, Wenchuan earthquake in China was and
is an event that is stretching the engineering capacity and capability
of all involved and brings us the obligation to disseminate the lessons
learned from the disaster response and reconstruction efforts,
through special issues dedicated to the Wenchuan earthquake. Civil
Engineering Innovation has invited contributions from experts
across the breadth of our profession to produce the first special
issue. We therefore expect to see a broad range of relevant specialist
papers in forthcoming issues.

The current issue comprises four technical papers which we
consider should be of real interest to our readers.

The first paper is a briefing on ‘Olympic Delivery Authority’s
2012 transport strategy’ by Allan Gooch. It introduces how the
Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) solves the extremely heavy
transportation problems for 2012 London Olympic games. The
strategy is based on a ‘public transport games’ principle, which
comprises a series of counter-measures including the compilation of
a transport plan with definite time-control for athletes and Olympic
officers, establishing an Olympic route network, coordination with
related organisations for the Olympic transport plan and construc-
tion of new permanent and temporary infrastructure, and so on.

The second paper, ‘Wind-generated interaction between tall
buildings’ by Kim et al. examines the wind induced enhancement of
top horizontal acceleration (a key criterion of occupancy comfort)
of buildings by combination of wind-tunnel tests and analytical
methods. A major Korean commercial development was studied
with the influence resulting from the planned adjacent tall buildings.
An increase in the upper level horizontal acceleration of up to 82%
is predicted.

Written by Herrington et al., the third paper, ‘Static equilibrium
bays in coast protection’ presents two static equilibrium harbors in
the 2004 Hythe to Folkestone harbour coast protection scheme. Con-
tinuous monitoring was undertaken since construction of two bays
and it is shown that there is good agreement between theory and
practical measurement, as the mathematical modelling successfully
predicted the plan-shape of each bay.

Due to rapid urbanisation development, rail transportation is
considered as the main tool for solving the urban traffic problem.
There is a growing tendency to apply in different cities the light
rail transportation (LRT) solution. The fourth paper, ‘Design and
construction of Bukit Panjang LRT, Singapore’ by Lueng et al.,
introduces an LRT project which is characterised in the use of pre-
stressed concrete segmental box girders with epoxy glued joints and
internally prestressed tendons. Both the geometry control method
and construction equipments were tailor-made in order to tackle the
unconventional situations with horizontal minimum radius in 60 m
throughout its design, construction and operation stages.
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