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> B o o k s

Books
An appeal to reason 
– a cool look at 
global warming 
by Nigel Lawson, published 
by Duckworth Overlook, 
2008, £9·99, reviewed by 
Peter Jones, Biffa. 

Unpalatable though the 
conclusions may be for dedicated believ-
ers, Nigel Lawson’s slant on the great warming 
debate is nothing if not innovative, with an 
economist’s firm perspective of optimistic scep-
ticism. This handy, pocket-sized volume stands 
as a challenge to what the author abhors as 
the ‘conventional wisdom’ of the case for our 
species’ contribution to rising carbon-dioxide 
concentrations in the atmosphere and their 
knock-on effects. 

The author is one who cannot be taken 
lightly. As a former UK chancellor of the 
exchequer, Nigel Lawson brings with his argu-
ments a wealth of knowledge of the subtleties 
of economics and, as a UK minister for energy, 
he also brings knowledge of the technology and 
arguments favouring non-fossil fuel substitution. 
It is as an economist that his contribution to 
the debate inevitably shines through. 

Lawson asserts that natural scientists have 
not necessarily got it right – and in justifica-
tion he refers to competing arguments with 
regard to the cyclicality of temperature fluxes 
and the external influences arising from solar 
rather than homocentric causes. What makes 
this book interesting is his effort to argue that 
whether the scientists are right or wrong, the 
laws of economics will introduce their own 
solutions and that history will look back on the 
global warming debate as, if not a swindle, then 
certainly a classic example of collective hysteria 
which introduced major government-led dis-
tortions to produce (in his words) ‘medicine 
which will kill the patient’. 

It is hard to put this book down at its end, 
however, and feel that one is utterly convinced. 
Some of the arguments on the scientific evi-
dence are simply wrong, while the belief in the 
flexibility and strength of natural capitalism 
to come to the rescue have taken a severe 
dent since August 2008. Nevertheless, it does 
deserve reading for the insights it offers into 
the mind of an optimistic capitalist seeking to 

lend what he genuinely perceives as a sorely 
needed sense of perspective and more rational 
distancing to the current debate. 

Edge futures
by Jonathon Porritt, William 
Mitchell, Simon Foxell, Hank 
Dittmar, Geoff Mulgan and Frank 
Duffy, published by Black Dog 
Publishing, 2008, £29, reviewed by 
Tony Caccavone, The Nichols 
Group

Futures is a boxed set of five short 
books by different authors com-
missioned by The Edge, a think tank 
sponsored by the building industry 
professions to stimulate public interest in policy 
questions that affect the built environment. 
Each book is written by a different author and 
considers the future from different perspec-
tives.

In Globalism and Regionalism, Jonathan Porritt 
begins by identifying climate change as the first 
truly global political phenomenon that will 
require every single country to contribute. 
Hank Dittmar, in Transport and Networks, then 
considers how government policy is seeking to 
drive the country to a low-carbon transport 
network. Frank Duffy, in Work and the City, next 
looks at the origins of the office and how it has 
developed to how we know it today and con-
siders the impacts of technology and the virtual 
office on the work environment.  

In Education and Creativity, Simon Foxell looks 
back from 2027 and reviews the impacts of 
today’s current government policy. Co-author 
William Mitchell then discusses the impacts 
of technology on teaching and learning from 
his experiences at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. Finally, in Living and Community, 
Geoff Mulgan discusses the complex interac-
tions that occur in the places we live.  

These are all thought-provoking books con-
cerning every aspect of our lives and therefore 
relevant to us all. The books are very well 
researched, clearly referenced and set out the 
arguments in a clear and concise manner with 
comprehensive further reading lists and provide 
for a very interesting read.
Full versions of these and other reviews can 
be read at www.civilengineering-ice.com.
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>>> �REVIEWS >>> �NEW BOOKS 
The ICE’s bookshop in London carries 
one of the most comprehensive 
ranges of civil engineering books in 
the world. New books received in the 
past three months are as follows.

Construction insurance and UK construction 
contracts (2nd edition) 
Marshall Levine and Roger ter Haar	 £265·00

Engineering data book (3rd edition)	  
Roger Calvert and Ray Farrar	 £12·99

Ensuring reservoir safety into the future 
Henry Hewlett	 £110·00

Evaluating contract claims (2nd edition) 
Peter Davison and John Mullen	 £65·00

FIDIC conditions of contract for design, build 
and operate projects (DBO) (1st edition) 
International Federation of Consulting 
Engineers	 £30·00

Fundamentals of earthquake engineering 
Amr Elnashai and Luigi Di Sarno	 £65·00

Guide to surveys and inspections of buildings 
and associated structures 
Institution of Structural Engineers	 £20·00

ICE manual of bridge engineering (2nd edition) 
Gerard Parke and Nigel Hewson	 £175·00

Le Corbusier and Britain 
Irena Murray and Julian Osley	 £34·99

Learning from failures 
Simon Fullalove (ed.)	 £10·00

Manual for the design of steelwork building 
structures (3rd edition) 
Institution of Structural Engineers	 £60·00

Nuclear power 
Janet Wood	 £25·00

Piling engineering (3rd edition) 
Ken Fleming, Austin Weltman, Mark Randolph 
and Keith Elson	 £69·99

Sprayed concrete lined tunnels 
Alun Thomas	 £65·00

The lighthouse Stevensons 
Bella Bathurst	 £5·99

The motorway achievement: building the 
network 
William McCoubrey	 £85·00

Transformation of St Pancras station 
Alastair Lansley, Stuart Durant, Alan Dyke and 
Bernard Gambrill	 £30·00

Tunnel vision 
Ken Cordner	 £14·99
The bookshop is in the ICE foyer, 1 Great George Street, 
London SW1P 3AA and is open from 9.30am to 5.00 pm, 
Monday to Friday. Books can also be ordered by calling  
+44 20 7665 2462, emailing orders@thomastelford.com 
or by visiting www.thomastelford.com or the bookshop section 
of www.ice.org.uk
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