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The climate book
by Greta Thunberg, published by Allen 
Lane, 2022, £25, reviewed by Paula 
McMahon, Sir Robert McAlpine, UK

‘This is the biggest story in the world, 
and it must be spoken and far and wide 
as our voices can carry,’ says author 
Greta Thunberg. However, as civil 
engineers we can and should do much 
more than that. The climate book should 
give you more than a few reasons to 
realise that for yourself.

 The publication takes the reader from 
planetary beginnings to the present day, 
with chapters on how the climate works 
and how the planet is changing. It then 
considers what we have done about it 
and looks forward to what we must do 
now.

The book is well laid out with easy-to-
find sections and topics covering many 
fields. Each well-written topic from 
experts is like a blog as they are short 
and very much to the point, with suitable 
graphics and accessible language to 
make sense of the science.  

But while the publication is physically 
easy to read, it is not an ‘easy read’: the 
facts, science and inevitable consequences 
are laid bare. I thought I knew the issues 
but this book opened my eyes. I urge 
every civil engineer to get their hands on 
a copy so together we can start to make 
the changes we all need.

The power of water: a primer 
for anyone entering the water 
industry  
by Peter Styles, published by 
AuthorHouse UK, 2022, £20.95, 
reviewed by Wayne Earp, WFE 
Consulting, UK

Written by retired engineer Peter 
Styles, The power of water is subtitled 
as, ‘a primer for anyone entering the 
water industry’. In reality it is somewhat 
more than this, deserving a place on the 
bookshelves of experienced practitioners 
too. 

In nearly 200 illustrated pages, the 
author describes the technical aspects 
of the design, construction, operation 
and maintenance of water supply and 
sewerage systems. This is enhanced by a 
broad coverage of the industry’s history, 
regulation, support functions, land 
drainage and canals. 

Particularly good is the section on 
disasters, such as the 1952 Lynmouth 
flood and 1984 Carsington Dam failure, 
from which so many lessons can be 
learned but are not always remembered. 

The author has managed to condense 
a seemingly vast subject into an 
accessible, engaging and enjoyable read. 
I know of no other publication that 
shares so much knowledge about water 
– certainly I would have seized on it at 
the start of my own career. 

Building regulations, codes 
and standards: a guide for 
safe, sustainable and healthy 
development
by Mark Key, published by ICE 
Publishing, 2022, £60, reviewed by 
Meshi Taka, Waterman Aspen, UK 

Building regulations, codes and 
standards is a good read for an 
inquisitive mind or researcher. The book 
is not intended as a technical guide 
for building regulations, codes and 
standards for developments, rather it 
revisits the roots of building regulation 
and control.

Author Mark Key looks at prescriptive 
and performative standards, complexity, 
innovation and capitalism, regulation 
makers and reactive amendments, and 
international standards. This approach 
sets the scene for the reader to consider 
if the systems in place are fit for the 
future and champions the idea of a 
global framework.

While the book comprehensively 
discusses building regulation and 
control from a predominantly western 
and developed country perspective, it 
excludes several continents and regions. 

To explore a global framework for safe, 
sustainable and healthy development, it 
must also explore the global context for 
which it is required.
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The ICE Library maintains one of the most comprehensive collections of civil engineering books in the 
world, including all titles from ICE Publishing (shown in bold below). New books acquired in the past 
3 months include the following (* indicates e-book only).

28th concrete days* S Nenadalova et al. (eds) £165.00

3D printing for construction with alternative materials* B Rangel et al. (eds) £129.99

A house needs to breathe…or does it? An introduction to building science A Bailes £61.76

Adapting the built environment for climate change C Goran-Granqvist and F Pacheco-
Torgal (eds) £240.00

Advances in earthquake geotechnics* T Sitharam et al. (eds) £249.99

Advances on testing and experimentation in civil engineering* C Chastre et al. (eds) £44.99

Autocad 2022 training guide* L Sagar £11.99

Conceptual structural design: bridging the gap between architects and engineers (3rd ed.) O Larsen £55.00

Construction for a regenerative future U Persson £42.99

Construction microeconomics* C Brockmann £75.00

Construction project organising* S Addyman and H Smyth (eds) £99.99

Engineering in plain sight: an illustrated field guide to the constructed environment* G Hillhouse £37.99

Environmental geotechnology: meeting challenges through needs-based instrumentation A Afshin et al. £160.00

Guide to the Fidic conditions of contract for construction: the red book M Robinson £85.00

High Speed Two infrastructure design and construction Vol. 3: Design and engineering Institution of Civil Engineers £80.00

High Speed Two infrastructure design and construction Vol. 4: Architecture, digital engineering, 
environment and heritage Institution of Civil Engineers £75.00

Highway bridge management G Cole and R Fish (eds) £80.00

ICE guide to careers in civil engineering Institution of Civil Engineers £15.00

ICE manual of blue-green infrastructure C Washbourne and C Wansbury £145.00

Industry 4.0 for the built environment: methodologies, technologies and skills* M Bolpagni et al. (eds) £199.99

Leveraging artificial intelligence in engineering, management, and safety of infrastructure* M Naser (ed.) £120.00

Materials for lightweight constructions* S Thirumalai Kumaran et al. (eds) £100.00

Modularization: the fine art of offsite preassembly for capital projects* M Kluck and J Choi £57.50

Movement: how to take back our streets and transform our lives T Verkade and M Brommelstroet £12.99

Nanotechnology for civil infrastructure K Khayat and W Meng (eds) £155.00

Nicholas Barbon: developing London 1667−1698 F Kelsall and T Walker £27.00

Notes on the history of civil engineering Vol. III European Council of Civil 
Engineers £0.00

Polymer concretes: advanced construction materials* M Niaki and M Ahangari £75.00

Practices and trends in ground improvement techniques* H Hazarika et al. (eds) £109.99

Recycled materials for construction applications: plastic products and composites* L Real £39.99

Re-use in construction: a compendium of circular architecture Institute of Constructive Design £50.00

Risk and systems: with applications in infrastructure project management D Carmichael £42.99

Seismic evaluation, damage, and mitigation in structures* I Mansouri and P Awoyera (eds) £175.00

Show me the bodies: how we let Grenfell happen P Apps £10.99

Social media for project management* J Ninan (ed.) £120.00

Structural and system reliability A Der Kiureghian £74.99

Sustainable infrastructure: principles into practice (2nd ed.) R Fenner et al. £70.00

The blessings of disaster: the lessons that catastrophes teach us and why our future depends on it* M Bruneau £22.99

The handbook of carbon management* P Molthan-Hill et al. £120.00

The Ipswich to Stowmarket navigation: John Rennie’s first canal project I Petchey £10.00

The London journal of John Mackay 1837−38 D Coke £20.00

Towards innovative transport systems: evolution and ground-breaking developments* S Miller £129.99

All books can be borrowed through the library’s online catalogue at www.ice.org.uk/knowledge-and-resources/ice-library or from the ICE 
Members’ Resource Hub on the second floor of 1 Great George Street, London, SW1P 3AA from 9.15 a.m. to 5.30 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

Recent ICE Publishing titles can also be purchased from the ICE Members’ Resource Hub or ordered by calling +44 1235 465 577,  
emailing orders@icepublishing.com or by visiting www.icevirtuallibrary.com/content/books.
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