
Gallimaufry: News and Events from the
British Dam Society

Welcome to the third issue of the 29th volume of Dams and
Reservoirs.

This issue follows on from the Binnie lecture in the last issue,
with a paper covering initial reflections on the failure of the
Brumadinho dam.

We would like to remind our readers that we welcome
comment and discussion on our published papers. If you
would like to provide any discussion on the papers included in
this issue, or previous issues, please email the editor.

We are currently looking for articles for our 2019 editions.
Please could I request that our readership continue to
highlight topics and schemes that they think would be of
interest to the wider readership and contact the editor with
a proposed title or subject in the first instance. Please
note that our editorial panel are on hand to provide
mentoring and guidance in preparation of papers, should you
require.

We would also be interested in our readership high-
lighting topics that they feel would make a worthwhile ‘special
issue’.

The deadlines to receive articles, including technical papers,
discussion pieces and case studies for the 30th volume of the
Journal are as follows.

Issue 1: 30th October 2019
Issue 2: 15th January 2020
Issue 3: 30th April 2020
Issue 4: 31st August 2020

At times we receive interesting papers, which we would like to
publish, but due to their length or complexity are not suitable
for publishing in the hard copy of our Journal. In these
instances the papers are still available online for readers to
peruse. Please also note that articles are available online in
advance of being published in the hard copy of our Journal, so
it is always a good idea to check the Journal online to keep up
to date with recent developments in our industry (https://www.
icevirtuallibrary.com/toc/jdare/0/0).

Honorary member of ICOLD
‘The BDS wish to congratulate Dr Malcolm Dunstan who
became an honorary member of ICOLD at the annual meeting
in Ottawa in June. This is in recognition of his significant contri-
bution to dam engineering through his work on roller compacted
concrete dams throughout the world. Well done Malcolm!’

Denis Earp
We regret to inform our membership that Denis Earp has
recently passed away. Denis was one of the UK’s longest serving
and most prolific panel engineers, undertaking 330 reservoir
inspections during 30 years of continuous appointment to the
panel. In the 1980s he inspected every single reservoir owned at
that time by the predecessor of Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water.

We recently published an interview with Dennis (Pether, 2018)
which we encourage our readership to revisit.

Figure 1. Malcolm Dunstan (centre) receiving his award from
ICOLD President Mike Rogers (left) and Secretary General Michel
de Vivo (right).
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Alan Warren, BDS Chair

Toddbrook Reservoir incident
I am sure that all of our members were shocked by the incident
that occurred at Toddbrook Reservoir near Whaley Bridge in
August 2019 which led to the evacuation of the village. There
will of course be an investigation into the events leading to the
incident and it would be wrong to speculate on the causes at
this stage. The BDS will ensure that there are good opportu-
nities for members to debate the issues and learn from the
lessons in due course.

Upcoming events

eNewsletters
Do not forget to sign up for news and emails on the BDS
website so you stay up to date on the monthly eNewsletters
and please let us know if you have any news or announcements
related to dams and reservoirs, which you would like to share
with BDS members in the next eNewsletter.

REFERENCE
Pether R (2019) Denis Earp: a lifetime in dam engineering.

Dams and Reservoirs 28(3): 59–66, https://doi.org/10.1680/
jdare.18.00037.

9–11 September 2019 Politecnico di Milano Milan ICOLD Workshop on Numerical Analysis of Dams
12 September 2019 National Conference Centre,

Birmingham
Supervising Engineers’ Forum

6–19 September 2019 Munich, Germany Grouting Fundamentals & Current Practice; Bundeswehr University
30 September–
1 October 2019

Crete, Greece European Club Seminar – Flood Management,
Spillway Design and Public Safety

2–4 October 2019 Crete, Greece 11th ICOLD European Club Symposium
15 October 2019 Mike Cambridge The Brumadinho Tailings Dam Failure; ICE London Presenters
18 November 2019 ICE London BDS Prize Meeting
25 November 2019 Ittigen (Berne), Switzerland Landslide-generated Impulse Waves in Reservoirs
4–10 April 2020 New Delhi, India ICOLD 2020 Annual Meeting
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