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After serving five years as chair of the Editorial Advisory Panel,
and five years before that as a member of the Panel, the time has
now arrived for me to step down and hand over the reigns to a new
chair, Richard Harris.

During my time as chair, my aim has been to produce a journal which
serves the needs of the members of the Institution of Civil Engineers
(ICE) engaged in working on existing structures — especially
historic structures considered to have heritage value. Over the last
few years, the journal has published papers on engineering heritage,
including ten Country Profiles about civil engineering heritage, on
many aspects of extending the life of existing structures, and on
engineering history related to work on existing structures. During
this time, two papers published in Engineering History and Heritage
have gained the prestigious Telford Gold Medal for the best paper
in the ICE Proceedings (Bartel et al., 2016; Huerta, 2010) and two
others gained the Benjamin Baker Medal for the third best paper
in the ICE Proceedings (Holzer and Veihelmann, 2015; Pattison,
2014). This is a great achievement.

There is, however, still a long way to go to achieve due recognition
for the engineering aspects of our built heritage (Addis, 2017).
Considering that about half of all the civil and building engineering
work undertaken each year in the UK is on existing structures,
it still surprises me that this part of the engineer’s work does not
yet receive anything like the same attention that is given to new
construction.

One reason, perhaps, is that engineers still do not have the same
engagement with built heritage as architects do, despite the fact
that virtually all conservation work requires significant input from
engineers, and the field of industrial archaeology emerged over 70
years ago. In the UK, there are no higher degrees for engineers
engaged in work on existing structures, and only very few and
intermittent Continuing Professional Development courses. Since
2003, jointly with the Institution of Structural Engineers, the ICE
has supported Conservation Accreditation Register for Engineers
(CARE). Nevertheless, 15 years later, there are still only about 50
engineers on the register (Avent and Addis, 2014; ICE, 2018a).

A second reason for the meagre attention given to the engineering
of existing structures is that many engineers believe that historic
structures merit no special treatment — they can be treated to the
same application of the principles of engineering science as a new
structure. Sadly, many structures have suffered from this assumption.
The complexity of assessing how an existing structure is actually
working and exactly what is the condition of its construction

materials should never be underestimated; many structures have
been subject to unnecessary intervention and remedial work, simply
because they have not been fully understood.

A third reason is perhaps that few engineering academics (at
least in the UK) see themselves as active in the field of existing
structures and extending their life. But this can simply be a matter
of labels. Much research is being done within conventional
departments of civil engineering on existing materials as well as
techniques of strengthening and repairing materials and structures
to extend their life. In German-speaking countries, there is a well-
established academic discipline called Denkmalpflege — care of
historic monuments — that embraces architectural, historical and
engineering aspects of such monuments (ETH Ziirich, 2018).
Universities in the UK and other countries might benefit from
following this precedent.

During the last couple of years, through the support of a grant from
the ICE Research and Development Enabling fund, I have compiled
the Conservation Information Resource for Civil Engineers
(CIRCE) for the ICE’s new website, which should be of interest and
use to engineers engaged in working on existing structures (Addis,
2016; ICE, 2018b). Hopefully this will help to further the impact of
Engineering History and Heritage.

Readers who have noted my changing affiliation will be aware
that I have been enjoying my first two years of official retirement
giving lectures and contributing to research on the history of
construction and the conservation of existing structures in several
continental universities (Rome, Innsbruck, San Sebastian, Zurich
and Brussels). These sojourns have helped me develop a broader
understanding of conservation engineering and engineering history
in Europe, and I hope this has been reflected in many of the papers
we have published.

In conclusion, then, I believe I am leaving my successor with a
journal that is in a healthy state and with a growing international
reputation. I have much enjoyed my time with Engineering History
and Heritage, and 1 wish Richard and others on the Editorial
Advisory Panel every success with the future of the journal.
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