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Editorial comment 
RESEARCH IS POINTLESS unless the knowledge gained is 
made available to those who can apply it. In most 
instances the presentation of a paper to a learned society 
or the publication of the results in a technical journal 
ensures such availability; the information is there in black 
and white for those who require it. As time passes, 
however, and knowledge progresses, the results of early 
research become standard knowledge. The discovery of 
one generation forms part of the text-book of another. 
Even then, however, the knowledge is not always avail­
able to all the people who need it, and particularly is 
this true of the concreting industry. No layman would 
dream of trying his hand at making steel and then using 
his product to erect a structure, and yet the production 
of concrete is largely in the hands of unskilled workers 
whose only knowledge of the subject has been gained on 
the job. 
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R search 

This state of affairs is a sad one but, fortunately, it is 
being remedied. We referred in a previous issue of the 
Magazine of Concrete Research to the activities of the 
City and Guilds of London Institute in drawing up a 
syllabus for the first year of a course on concrete practice 
for the junior supervisory grades, which would probably 
be later extended to a full three-year course. The technical 
colleges responded well: last year some fifty of them ran 
the first year of the Concrete Practice Course, and the 
City and Guilds of London Institute have just published 
their examination results. Of approximately five hundred 
who took the examination, about 75 per cent passed. 
This means that there now exists in the country a nucleus 
of nearly four hundred men who possess a first quali­
fication in this subject, most of whom, it is hoped, are 
directly concerned in the making and placing of concrete. 
This is a hopeful beginning, but we must remember that 
it is only a beginning and, unless the courses continue to 
run, the whole scheme will be a dismal failure. Prepara­
tions are now being made by the technical colleges to 
repeat the first-year course, and it is up to employers to 
give them their blessing by encouraging their staff to attend. 

The City and Guilds Committee has shown its con­
fidence in the success of the scheme by drawing up a 
syllabus for a second year, so that those who already 
hold the first-year certificate can proceed further with 
their studies. No doubt the technical colleges who ran 
the first-year course will continue with the second year, 
and if this is as successful as the earlier year has so far 
proved, we shall soon see the inauguration of the final 
phase of the scheme. 

This three-year course will mark an important step 
forward in this field-a step for which many have agitated 
and worked for a long time. The only danger is that, the 
courses having been launched, the industry might think 
that the job is done. This would be a grave error­
indeed, this attitude would merely ensure that the courses 
died out in a very short time. The City and Guilds will 
provide the examination and the certificates; the technical 
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colleges will provide the accommodation; but the students 
must come from somewhere; the lecturers must come 
from somewhere. In both these aspects industry could­
and should-playa vital role. Those holding responsible 
positions in industry should encourage their staff to 
attend the courses or, if no courses are being offered, 
they should agitate for them. Technical colleges are 
always willing to co-operate in this respect, and their 
only judge of whether a course on a given subject is 
required is the demand from the local industry. If the 
demand is there, the colleges will meet it. 

ERRATA 
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The supply of suitable lecturers is another way in 
which industry c<!l1 help very considerably. These courses 
are of a practical nature, and it is obviously essential 
that the lecturers themselves should be men with an 
intimate knowledge of the practical problems which 
arise on a site or in a factory and of their solution. We 
do, therefore, appeal to those who are able and willing 
to undertake the duties of lecturing on these courses to 
get in touch with their local college, and give a hand. It 
is the industry that is going to benefit; it is right that the 
industry should play its part. 

p.9. The illustration of beam R5 should be inverted. 

p. 25, col. I, line 14. 

p.28. 

For" whose discovery" read " whose father's discovery". 

The two illustrations, but not the captions should be transposed. In the caption to Figure 6, 
for" left" read" right". 

p. 33, Figure 7. In the feed-back loop from V2 to V
" 

the junction of C. and Rll should not be joined to the 
junction of C3 and R 12 • 

p. 34, col. I, line 12. For" 1.5 volts" read" 1.5 millivolts". 
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