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Editorial comment 

FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH has often becn criticized as 
being of" no practical use ", and those who pursue SLlch 
an activity are sometimes accused of having their heads 
in the clouds. There is undoubtedly a great need for a 
considerable increase in the numher of technologists to 
apply the knowledge already gained, and to carry out 
development work in the engineering field generally; 
nevertheless we must not lose sight of the fact that all 
such applications and developments do depend on our 
store of fundamental knowledge. Although fundamental 
research may not have an immediately obvious appli­
cation, nevertheless all the really important advances in 
the engineering field have sprung from research of this 

type. The early searchers into the nature of electricity 
would be very surprised at its applications in the world 
of today. 

We are therefore glad to welcome to our pages the 
contribution by Professor Reinius on the deformation 
and failure of concrete. It is not normally the practice in 
the Magazine of Concrete Research to include papers 
which have already been published elsewhere; since the 
original paper was in Swedish, however, and in view of 
the importance of the paper, the Editorial Board felt that 
a summary of the original paper should be published in 
the Magazine, and that a translation of the whole paper 
should be available. The full translation into English is 
included in the series of Library Translations published 
by the Cement and Concrete Association, and copies are 
available on request. 

* * * 

In an earlier issue of the Magazine of Concrete Research 
it was stated that contributions discussing papers pub­
lished in the Magazine would be welcomed. The response 
to this invitation has been very gratifying, and the three 
issues comprising volume 8 contain no fewer than 56 
pages devoted to such discussions. This is most re­
assuring to those responsible for the Magazine, and it is 
hoped that this reflects a lively interest in the papers 
published. 

While we welcome this discussion, its inclusion in each 
issue has brought with it a problem of a more domestic 
nature: there is obviously an upper limit to the number of 
pages which can go into any particular issue, and if many 
of these are devoted to discussion the space available for 
original papers is thereby reduced. We therefore ask our 
contributors to keep their remarks brief and to the point, 
to avoid unnecessary repetition, and to reduce the 
number of Figures and Tables to the minimum necessary 
for their purpose. We wish to ensure that no contribution 
has to be refused merely because space for it is insufficient, 
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and contributors can help considerably by using the 
space available as efficiently as possible. At a recent 
Conference the chairman allotted five minutes to each 
speaker who had something to say, and only two minutes 
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to those who hadn't. We do not wish to impose a strict 
limit on the number of words in a worth-while con­
tribution, but we do ask that it be pruned of all un­
necessary verbiage. 
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