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Papers published in Maritime Engineering are eligible for awards from

the Institution of Civil Engineers. Papers from any of the ICE journals

can be nominated for several awards. In addition, each journal has awards
dedicated to their specific subject area.

On Friday 13 October 2023, ICE president Keith Howells presented an
award to the following paper published in Maritime Engineering in 2022.
The editorial panel nominated their best papers and an awards committee
chaired by Tim Broyd allocated the awards.

Halcrow Prize
The Halcrow Prize, presented for the best paper published in Maritime
Engineering, was awarded to Camarero et al. (2022).

Abstract

Despite efforts to maintain supply chains unaltered as a result of the
Covid-19 pandemic, statistics published after the second quarter (Q2) of
2020 have confirmed a drop in maritime traffic in European ports.
Furthermore, the evolution of the pandemic indicates that stabilisation of
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traffic at levels prior to the Q1 of 2020 may take years. Port authorities in
Europe, in an overall context of landlord port governance, are already
being challenged, due to the need to ensure the provision of port technical
services (mooring, pilotage and towage). In addition, the cost adaptability
of these services to the current situation could be confronted by the
European legal framework that demands transparency and proportionality
in port rates in order to provide an effective cost of services. This paper
analyses the impacts of Covid-19 on European ports, first by quantifying
traffic drop after Q2 of 2020 and then calculating its effects on the cost of
port technical services, in a general context of lack of flexibility in the cost
structures of private providers. Due to this ongoing situation, a rise in rates,
allowed by the port authorities, could mean that the prices of port services
are not aligned with effective costs, along with loss of competitiveness.
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