SM1. Total number of citations received by each theory on April 15, 2026.
	Year
	Dynamic Capabilities
(Teece et al., 1997)
	Attention Based View
(Ocasio, 1997)
	Resource Based View
(Barney, 1991)
	Organizational Learning
(March, 1991)
	Absorptive Capacity
(Cohen & Levinthal, 1990)
	Upper Echelons Theory
(Hambrick & Mason, 1984)
	Neo Institutional Theory
(DiMaggio & Powell, 1983)
	Transaction Cost Economics
(Williamson, 1979)
	Agency Theory
(Jensen & Meckling, 1976)
	Stewardship Theory
(Davis et al., 1997)

	1998
	17
	1
	60
	21
	46
	20
	50
	14
	44
	2

	1999
	21
	5
	63
	32
	60
	22
	49
	16
	32
	3

	2000
	34
	3
	95
	29
	74
	25
	55
	8
	36
	6

	2001
	50
	8
	110
	46
	75
	32
	59
	8
	33
	5

	2002
	64
	8
	99
	52
	88
	29
	70
	14
	35
	1

	2003
	84
	10
	150
	57
	121
	22
	70
	15
	58
	10

	2004
	68
	6
	107
	57
	105
	20
	79
	15
	51
	5

	2005
	119
	13
	214
	79
	136
	47
	105
	24
	91
	8

	2006
	151
	9
	183
	110
	199
	46
	122
	25
	89
	9

	2007
	171
	14
	246
	129
	194
	47
	150
	26
	148
	18

	2008
	184
	15
	271
	145
	236
	55
	162
	38
	125
	5

	2009
	219
	23
	331
	156
	259
	63
	167
	51
	136
	8

	2010
	276
	37
	421
	196
	353
	88
	235
	54
	193
	15

	2011
	322
	44
	471
	249
	356
	114
	276
	42
	223
	26

	2012
	279
	53
	454
	237
	389
	101
	248
	39
	189
	31

	2013
	298
	43
	471
	246
	355
	117
	278
	41
	230
	32

	2014
	292
	65
	501
	294
	367
	119
	289
	44
	215
	39

	2015
	311
	81
	498
	313
	352
	138
	289
	42
	250
	44

	2016
	351
	75
	562
	310
	441
	134
	283
	52
	263
	55

	2017
	306
	77
	504
	311
	425
	144
	262
	56
	292
	47

	2018
	371
	103
	593
	332
	447
	179
	326
	45
	371
	58

	2019
	416
	102
	703
	419
	524
	238
	372
	82
	372
	59

	2020
	480
	121
	770
	407
	537
	306
	419
	70
	435
	72

	2021
	530
	98
	848
	422
	537
	285
	399
	60
	487
	83

	2022
	515
	108
	753
	373
	468
	352
	408
	76
	440
	67

	2023
	540
	117
	800
	325
	430
	336
	411
	61
	429
	49

	2024
	660
	146
	879
	388
	396
	374
	463
	35
	461
	50

	2025
	897
	124
	1141
	320
	470
	412
	671
	41
	514
	73

	Total
	8026
	1509
	12298
	6055
	8440
	3865
	6767
	1094
	6242
	880


Source: Authors’ own elaboration based on WoS data.

SM2. Selected articles on dynamic capabilities forming the dataset.
	Year
	Authors
	Title
	Journal
	Codes
	Themes
	DOI

	1997
	Helfat
	Know-how and asset complementarity and dynamic capability accumulation: The case of R&D
	Strategic Management Journal
	Complementary assets; complementary know-how; dynamic capability accumulation; adaptation; R&D capability development.
	Stability; Organizational mechanisms; Adaptation
	10.1002/(SICI)1097-0266(199705)18:5<339::AID-SMJ883>3.0.CO;2-7

	1997
	Teece et al.
	Dynamic capabilities and strategic management
	Strategic Management Journal
	DC definition; processes–positions–paths; path dependence; complementary assets; replicability/imitability; competitive advantage
	Stability
	10.1002/(SICI)1097-0266(199708)18:7<509::AID-SMJ882>3.0.CO;2-Z

	1999
	Zahra et al.
	Guest editorial: Entrepreneurship and the acquisition of dynamic organizational capabilities
	Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice
	Corporate entrepreneurship; capability acquisition; knowledge creation; organizational renewal; resource reconfiguration
	Flexibility; Organizational mechanisms; Managerial agency
	10.1177/104225879902300301

	2000
	Deeds et al.
	Dynamic capabilities and new product development in high technology ventures: An empirical analysis of new biotechnology firms
	Journal of Business Venturing
	Innovation; New product development; Managerial capabilities
	Organizational mechanisms; Microfoundations
	10.1016/S0883-9026(98)00013-5

	2000
	Eisenhardt and Martin
	Dynamic capabilities: What are they?
	Strategic Management Journal
	DC process view; identifiable processes; best practice/equifinality; market dynamism; routines vs simple rules; temporary advantage
	Flexibility
	10.1002/1097-0266(200010/11)21:10/11<1105::AID-SMJ133>3.0.CO;2-E

	2000
	Luo
	Dynamic capabilities in international expansion
	Journal of World Business
	Internationalization; Resource deployment; Dynamic learning
	Adaptation; Flexibility
	10.1016/S1090-9516(00)00043-2

	2001
	Rindova and Kotha
	Continuous morphing: Competing through dynamic capabilities, form, and function
	Academy of Management Journal
	Continuous morphing; reconfiguration; strategic flexibility; emergent learning; transient advantage.
	Flexibility
	10.5465/3069400

	2002
	King and Tucci
	Incumbent entry into new market niches: The role of experience and managerial choice in the creation of dynamic capabilities
	Management Science
	Static vs transformational experience; managerial decision; dynamic capability; market entry; incumbent adaptation
	Managerial agency; Adaptation
	10.1287/mnsc.48.2.171.253

	2002
	Zollo and Winter
	Deliberate learning and the evolution of dynamic capabilities
	Organization Science
	Experience accumulation; knowledge articulation; knowledge codification; deliberate learning; higher-order routines
	Stability
	10.1287/orsc.13.3.339.2780

	2003
	Adner and Helfat
	Corporate effects and dynamic managerial capabilities
	Strategic Management Journal
	Dynamic managerial capabilities; managerial cognition; human capital; social capital; resource orchestration; time-varying corporate effects
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations
	10.1002/smj.331

	2003
	Blyler and Coff
	Dynamic capabilities, social capital, and rent appropriation: Ties that split pies
	Strategic Management Journal
	Social capital; Rent appropriation; Power dynamics
	Microfoundations; Causal ambiguity
	10.1002/smj.327

	2003
	Bowman and Ambrosini
	How the resource-based and the dynamic capability views of the firm inform corporate-level strategy
	British Journal of Management
	Corporate strategy; corporate centre; value creation; resource creation; resource configuration; reconfiguration/leverage/learning/integration
	Organizational mechanisms; Flexibility
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2003.00380.x

	2003
	Helfat and Peteraf
	The dynamic resource-based view: capability lifecycles
	Strategic Management Journal
	Capability lifecycle; founding–development–maturity; branching; path dependence; heterogeneity; renewal/replication/redeployment/recombination
	Stability; Flexibility
	10.1002/smj.332

	2003
	Winter
	Understanding dynamic capabilities
	Strategic Management Journal
	Ordinary vs dynamic capabilities; ad hoc problem solving; capability hierarchy; investment logic; costliness/contingency
	Flexibility; Organizational mechanisms; Contingency
	10.1002/smj.318

	2003
	Zott
	Dynamic capabilities and the emergence of intraindustry differential firm performance: Insights from a simulation study
	Strategic Management Journal
	DC routines; imitation vs experimentation; timing; cost; learning; performance heterogeneity
	Flexibility; Causal ambiguity
	10.1002/smj.288

	2006
	Arthurs and Busenitz
	Dynamic capabilities and venture performance: The effects of venture capitalists
	Journal of Business Venturing
	Venture performance; VC influence; Capability development
	Organizational mechanisms; Microfoundations
	10.1016/j.jbusvent.2005.04.004

	2006
	Zahra et al.
	Entrepreneurship and dynamic capabilities: A review, model and research agenda
	Journal of Management Studies
	Dynamic vs substantive capabilities; entrepreneurship; principal decision-makers; learning modes; organizational age; integration skills; contingencies/boundary conditions
	Managerial agency; Flexibility; Contingency
	10.1111/j.1467-6486.2006.00616.x

	2007
	Bingham et al.
	What makes a process a capability? Heuristics, strategy, and effective capture of opportunities
	Strategic Entrepreneurship Journal
	Heuristics; Opportunity capture; Cognitive processes; Capability formation
	Microfoundations; Organizational mechanisms
	10.1002/sej.1

	2007
	Pablo et al.
	Identifying, enabling and managing dynamic capabilities in the public sector
	Journal of Management Studies
	Public sector DC; Learning by experimenting; Trust; Managerial orchestration
	Flexibility; Adaptation
	10.1111/j.1467-6486.2006.00675.x

	2007
	Rothaermel and Hess
	Building dynamic capabilities: innovation driven by individual- firm-, and network-level effects
	Organization Science
	Multilevel capabilities; Innovation; Network effects
	Microfoundations; Organizational mechanisms
	10.1287/orsc.1070.0291

	2007
	Schreyögg and Kliesch‐Eberl
	How dynamic can organizational capabilities be? Towards a dual-process model of capability dynamization
	Strategic Management Journal
	Capability rigidity; Dual process; Organizational inertia
	Flexibility
	10.1002/smj.613

	2007
	Teece
	Explicating dynamic capabilities: the nature and microfoundations of (sustainable) enterprise performance
	Strategic Management Journal
	Microfoundations; sensing–seizing–reconfiguring; asset orchestration; business models; cospecialization; managerial judgment; sustainable enterprise performance
	Managerial agency; Architectural integration; Organizational mechanisms
	10.1002/smj.640

	2008
	Augier and Teece
	Strategy as evolution with design: The foundations of dynamic capabilities and the role of managers in the economic system
	Organization Studies
	Evolution with design; managerial agency; path dependence; Penrosian firm; entrepreneurial management; intentional renewal
	Managerial agency; Stability
	10.1177/0170840608094776

	2008
	Doving and Gooderham
	Dynamic capabilities as antecedents of the scope of related diversification: The case of small firm accountancy practices
	Strategic Management Journal
	Diversification; Human capital; Alliances; DC effects
	Microfoundations; Organizational mechanisms; Contingency
	10.1002/smj.683

	2008
	Easterby-Smith and Prieto
	Dynamic capabilities and knowledge management: An integrative role for learning?
	British Journal of Management
	Knowledge management; Organizational learning; DC integration
	Stability; Architectural integration
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2007.00543.x

	2008
	Oliver and Holzinger
	The effectiveness of strategic political management: A dynamic capabilities framework
	Academy of Management Review
	Political capabilities; Nonmarket strategy; Strategic adaptation
	Shaping; Adaptation; Managerial agency
	10.5465/amr.2008.31193538

	2009
	Ambrosini et al.
	Dynamic capabilities: An exploration of how firms renew their resource base
	British Journal of Management
	Incremental dynamic capabilities; renewing dynamic capabilities; regenerative dynamic capabilities; capability hierarchy; managerial perceptions of dynamism; resource renewal
	Organizational mechanisms; Adaptation
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00610.x

	2009
	Augier and Teece
	Dynamic capabilities and the role of managers in business strategy and economic performance
	Organization Science
	Managerial role; evolutionary foundations; behavioral theory; complementarity/cospecialization; coordination under change; entrepreneurial management
	Architectural integration; Managerial agency; Stability
	10.1287/orsc.1090.0424

	2009
	Bruni and Verona
	Dynamic marketing capabilities in science-based firms: An exploratory investigation of the pharmaceutical industry
	British Journal of Management
	Dynamic marketing capabilities; market knowledge; science-based firms; new product development; innovation process reconfiguration; marketing–technology complementarity
	Organizational mechanisms; Architectural integration; Flexibility
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00615.x

	2009
	Easterby-Smith et al.
	Dynamic capabilities: Current debates and future directions
	British Journal of Management
	DC debates; definitional pluralism; performance effects; longitudinal analysis; methodological challenges; conceptual fragmentation
	Causal ambiguity
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00609.x

	2009
	Fang and Zou
	Antecedents and consequences of marketing dynamic capabilities in international joint ventures
	Journal of International Business Studies
	Marketing DC; Resource complementarity; IJV performance
	Architectural integration
	10.1057/jibs.2008.96

	2009
	Macher and Mowery
	Measuring dynamic capabilities: practices and performance in semiconductor manufacturing
	British Journal of Management
	DC measurement; Process innovation; Performance impact
	Organizational mechanisms
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00612.x

	2009
	McKelvie and Davidsson
	From resource base to dynamic capabilities: An investigation of new firms
	British Journal of Management
	Resource dynamics; resource stocks vs resource flows; human capital; technological resources; new firms; capability development; capability heterogeneity
	Stability; Microfoundations; Organizational mechanisms
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00613.x

	2009
	Narayanan et al.
	Building organizational and scientific platforms in the pharmaceutical industry: A process perspective on the development of dynamic capabilities.
	British Journal of Management
	Capability development process; Managerial cognition; Contextual contingencies
	Organizational mechanisms; Managerial agency
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00611.x

	2009
	Newey and Zahra
	The evolving firm: how dynamic and operating capabilities interact to enable entrepreneurship
	British Journal of Management
	Dynamic–operating capability interaction; product development; product portfolio planning; value network absorptive capacity; endogenous entrepreneurship; capability reconfiguration
	Organizational mechanisms; Managerial agency; Flexibility
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00614.x

	2009
	Pandza and Thorpe
	Creative search and strategic sense-making: Missing dimensions in the concept of dynamic capabilities
	British Journal of Management
	Creative search; strategic sense-making; managerial agency; path creation; selection–adaptation; knowledge discontinuity
	Managerial agency; Stability; Causal ambiguity
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2008.00616.x

	2009
	Sirmon and Hitt
	Contingencies within dynamic managerial capabilities: Interdependent effect of resource investment and deployment on firm performance
	Strategic Management Journal
	Dynamic managerial capabilities; asset orchestration; resource investment; resource deployment; fit/misfit; performance contingency
	Managerial agency; Contingency; Microfoundations
	10.1002/smj.791

	2010
	Anand et al.
	Alliance activity as a dynamic capability in the face of a discontinuous technological change
	Organization Science
	Alliances; Technological change; Entry strategy
	Organizational mechanisms
	10.1287/orsc.1090.0502

	2010
	Barreto
	Dynamic capabilities: A review of past research and an agenda for the future
	Journal of Management
	DC review; multidimensional construct; sensing opportunities and threats; timely and market-oriented decision making; resource-base change; conceptual fragmentation; theoretical fragmentation; boundary conditions
	Organizational mechanisms; Causal ambiguity; Contingency
	10.1177/0149206309350776

	2010
	Dixon et al.
	Stages of organizational transformation in transition economies: A dynamic capabilities approach
	Journal of Management Studies
	Transformation stages; Organizational learning; Contextual adaptation
	Adaptation; Stability
	10.1111/j.1467-6486.2009.00856.x

	2011
	Coen and Maritan
	Investing in capabilities: The dynamics of resource allocation
	Organization Science
	Resource allocation; Capability investment; Search vs endowment
	Organizational mechanisms
	10.1287/orsc.1090.0524

	2011
	Drnevich and Kriauciunas
	Clarifying the conditions and limits of the contributions of ordinary and dynamic capabilities to relative firm performance
	Strategic Management Journal
	Performance contingencies; Environmental dynamism; Capability heterogeneity
	Contingency
	10.1002/smj.882

	2011
	Helfat and Winter
	Untangling dynamic and operational capabilities: Strategy for the (n)ever-changing world
	Strategic Management Journal
	Dc vs ordinary capabilities; Capability boundaries; Gradual change
	Flexibility; Contingency
	10.1002/smj.955

	2011
	Hodgkinson and Healey
	Psychological foundations of dynamic capabilities: Reflexion and reflection in strategic management
	Strategic Management Journal
	Psychological foundations; Emotional cognition; Sensing seizing transforming
	Microfoundations
	10.1002/smj.964

	2011
	Martin
	Dynamic managerial capabilities and the multibusiness team: The role of episodic teams in executive leadership groups
	Organization Science
	Dynamic managerial capabilities; Executive teams; Resource orchestration
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations
	10.1287/orsc.1090.0515

	2011
	Prange and Verdier
	Dynamic capabilities, internationalization processes and performance
	Journal of World Business
	Internationalization; Exploration exploitation; Third order capabilities
	Adaptation
	10.1016/j.jwb.2010.05.024

	2011
	Vergne and Durand
	The path of most persistence: An evolutionary perspective on path dependence and dynamic capabilities
	Organization Studies
	Path dependence; Self reinforcement; Evolutionary mechanisms
	Stability
	10.1177/0170840610397485

	2012
	Argote and Ren
	Transactive memory systems: A microfoundation of dynamic capabilities
	Journal of Management Studies
	Transactive memory; Knowledge coordination; Social microfoundations
	Microfoundations
	10.1111/j.1467-6486.2012.01077.x

	2012
	Pentland et al.
	Dynamics of organizational routines: A generative model
	Journal of Management Studies
	Routines dynamics; Variation selection retention; Micro macro link
	Stability; Causal ambiguity
	10.1111/j.1467-6486.2012.01064.x

	2012
	Teece
	Dynamic capabilities: Routines versus entrepreneurial action
	Journal of Management Studies
	Routines vs entrepreneurship; Entrepreneurial action; Dc microfoundations
	Managerial agency; Flexibility; Microfoundations
	10.1111/j.1467-6486.2012.01080.x

	2013
	Barrales-Molina et al.
	Explaining the causes and effects of dynamic capabilities generation: A multiple-indicator multiple-cause modelling approach
	British Journal of Management
	Capability generation; Environmental dynamism; Knowledge codification; Innovation
	Organizational mechanisms; Stability; Contingency
	10.1111/j.1467-8551.2012.00829.x

	2013
	Kor and Mesko
	Dynamic managerial capabilities: Configuration and orchestration of top executives’ capabilities and the firm's dominant logic
	Strategic Management Journal
	Dynamic managerial capabilities; Top management; Dominant logic; Orchestration
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations
	10.1002/smj.2000

	2013
	Peteraf et al.
	The elephant in the room of dynamic capabilities: Bringing two diverging conversations together
	Strategic Management Journal
	Theoretical fragmentation; Competing perspectives; Contingency integration
	Causal ambiguity
	10.1002/smj.2078

	2013
	Stadler et al.
	The impact of dynamic capabilities on resource access and development
	Organization Science
	Resource access; Resource development; Capability effectiveness
	Organizational mechanisms; Contingency
	10.1287/orsc.1120.0810

	2013
	Wilden et al.
	Dynamic capabilities and performance: Strategy, structure and environment
	Long Range Planning
	Performance contingencies; Structure fit; Competitive intensity
	Contingency
	10.1016/j.lrp.2012.12.001

	2014
	Al-Aali and Teece
	International entrepreneurship and the theory of the (long–lived) international firm: A capabilities perspective
	Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice
	International capabilities; Entrepreneurship; MNE; Strategic renewal
	Adaptation; Managerial agency
	10.1111/etap.12077

	2014
	Chatterji et al.
	Dynamic capabilities and managing human capital
	Academy of Management Perspectives
	Human capital; Asset orchestration; Acquihire; Dynamic managerial capabilities
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations; Organizational mechanisms
	10.5465/amp.2013.0111

	2014
	Di Stefano et al.
	The organizational drivetrain: A road to integration of dynamic capabilities research
	Academy of Management Perspectives
	Theoretical integration; Routines and rules; Competing definitions; Conceptual reconciliation
	Architectural integration; Causal ambiguity
	10.5465/amp.2013.0100

	2014
	Dixon et al.
	Building dynamic capabilities of adaptation and innovation: A study of micro-foundations in a transition economy
	Long Range Planning
	Adaptation capabilities; Innovation capabilities; Sequencing; Microfoundations
	Adaptation; Microfoundations
	10.1016/j.lrp.2013.08.011

	2014
	Kleinbaum and Stuart
	Network responsiveness: The social structural microfoundations of dynamic capabilities
	Academy of Management Perspectives
	Network microfoundations; Social structure; Adaptability; Ambidexterity
	Microfoundations; Adaptation
	10.5465/amp.2013.0096

	2014a
	Schilke
	On the contingent value of dynamic capabilities for competitive advantage: The nonlinear moderating effect of environmental dynamism
	Strategic Management Journal
	Performance contingencies; Environmental dynamism; Nonlinear effects; Inverted-U
	Contingency
	10.1002/smj.2099

	2014b
	Schilke
	Second-order dynamic capabilities: How do they matter?
	Academy of Management Perspectives
	Second order capabilities; Capability hierarchy; Mediation effects; Substitution effects
	Organizational mechanisms; Causal ambiguity
	10.5465/amp.2013.0093

	2014
	Teece
	The foundations of enterprise performance: Dynamic and ordinary capabilities in an (economic) theory of firms
	Academy of Management Perspectives
	DC vs ordinary capabilities; Entrepreneurial action; Multidisciplinary foundations; Ambidexterity
	Managerial agency; Flexibility; Architectural integration
	10.5465/amp.2013.0116

	2015
	Bingham et al.
	Concurrent learning: How firms develop multiple dynamic capabilities in parallel
	Strategic Management Journal
	Concurrent learning; Multiple capabilities; Experience transfer; Parallel development
	Stability; Organizational mechanisms; Flexibility
	10.1002/smj.2347

	2015
	Helfat and Martin
	Dynamic managerial capabilities: review and assessment of managerial impact on strategic change
	Journal of Management
	Dynamic managerial capabilities; Managerial cognition; Social capital; Human capital
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations
	10.1177/0149206314561301

	2015
	Helfat and Peteraf
	Managerial cognitive capabilities and the microfoundations of dynamic capabilities
	Strategic Management Journal
	Managerial cognition; Cognitive microfoundations; Sensing seizing reconfiguring
	Microfoundations; Organizational mechanisms; Managerial agency
	10.1002/smj.2247

	2015
	Mitchell and Skrzypacz
	A theory of market pioneers, dynamic capabilities, and industry evolution
	Management Science
	Industry evolution; Innovation dynamics; Entry exit; Capability accumulation
	Stability; Adaptation
	10.1287/mnsc.2014.2064

	2015
	Townsend and Busenitz
	Turning water into wine? Exploring the role of dynamic capabilities in early-stage capitalization processes.
	Journal of Business Venturing
	Dynamic managerial capabilities; Entrepreneurship; Capital acquisition; Uncertainty
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations
	10.1016/j.jbusvent.2014.07.008

	2015
	Wang et al.
	Success traps, dynamic capabilities and firm performance
	British Journal of Management
	Success traps; Exploitation bias; Absorptive capacity; Transformative capability
	Flexibility; Causal ambiguity
	10.1111/1467-8551.12066

	2015
	Wilhelm et al.
	How dynamic capabilities affect the effectiveness and efficiency of operating routines under high and low levels of environmental dynamism
	British Journal of Management
	Routine effectiveness; Routine efficiency; Environmental dynamism; Cost effects
	Contingency
	10.1111/1467-8551.12085

	2016
	Fainshmidt et al.
	Dynamic capabilities and organizational performance: A meta-analytic evaluation and extension
	Journal of Management Studies
	Meta analysis; Performance effect; Higher order capabilities; Economic context
	Contingency
	10.1111/joms.12213

	2016
	Henisz
	The dynamic capability of corporate diplomacy
	Global Strategy Journal
	Corporate diplomacy; Stakeholder management; Nonmarket capabilities; External sensing seizing
	Shaping; Managerial agency; Adaptation
	10.1002/gsj.1121

	2016
	Leih and Teece
	Campus leadership and the entrepreneurial university: A dynamic capabilities perspective
	Academy of Management Perspectives
	Leadership; Entrepreneurial university; Innovation ecosystem; Strategic renewal
	Managerial agency; Adaptation; Shaping
	10.5465/amp.2015.0022

	2016
	Lessard et al.
	The dynamic capabilities of meta-multinationals
	Global Strategy Journal
	Meta MNE; Global asset orchestration; International adaptation; Multinational capabilities
	Managerial agency; Adaptation
	10.1002/gsj.1126

	2016
	Moghaddam et al.
	Strategic alliances of entrepreneurial firms: Value enhancing then value destroying
	Strategic Entrepreneurship Journal
	Alliances; Entrepreneurial firms; Nonlinear performance; Value destruction
	Contingency
	10.1002/sej.1221

	2016
	Nonaka et al.
	Meso’-foundations of dynamic capabilities: Team-level synthesis and distributed leadership as the source of dynamic creativity
	Global Strategy Journal
	Meso foundations; Team level synthesis; Distributed leadership; Dynamic creativity
	Microfoundations; Managerial agency
	10.1002/gsj.1125

	2016
	Wilden et al.
	The architecture of dynamic capability research identifying the building blocks of a configurational approach
	Academy of Management Annals
	Configurational approach; Architectural model; Microfoundations; Methodological reorientation
	Architectural integration; Microfoundations; Causal ambiguity
	10.1080/19416520.2016.1161966

	2016
	Williamson
	Building and leveraging dynamic capabilities: Insights from accelerated innovation in china
	Global Strategy Journal
	Accelerated innovation; Flexible structures; Context dependence; Transferability limits
	Contingency; Adaptation
	10.1002/gsj.1124

	2016
	Wollersheim and Heimeriks
	Dynamic capabilities and their characteristic qualities: Insights from a lab experiment
	Organization Science
	Experimental identification; Coordination efficiency; Action sequences; Deliberation
	Organizational mechanisms; Microfoundations
	10.1287/orsc.2016.1053

	2016
	Zollo et al.
	Toward a comprehensive model of organizational evolution: Dynamic capabilities for innovation and adaptation of the enterprise model
	Global Strategy Journal
	Enterprise model adaptation; Sustainability transformation; Generative and retentive capabilities; Multistakeholder evolution
	Adaptation; Organizational mechanisms; Stability
	10.1002/gsj.1122

	2017
	Fainshmidt and Frazier
	What facilitates dynamic capabilities? The role of organizational climate for trust
	Long Range Planning
	Trust climate; Social exchange; Organizational context; Capability antecedents
	Microfoundations; Contingency
	10.1016/j.lrp.2016.05.005

	2017
	Girod and Whittington
	Reconfiguration, restructuring and firm performance: Dynamic capabilities and environmental dynamism
	Strategic Management Journal
	Reconfiguration; Restructuring; Environmental fit; Organizational change
	Adaptation; Contingency; Flexibility
	10.1002/smj.2543

	2017
	Meglio et al.
	Fostering dynamic growth in new ventures through venture capital: Conceptualizing venture capital capabilities
	Long Range Planning
	Venture capital capabilities; New venture growth; VC heterogeneity; Resource provision
	Microfoundations
	10.1016/j.lrp.2016.09.003

	2017
	Ringov
	Dynamic capabilities and firm performance
	Long Range Planning
	Performance contingency; Environmental dynamism; Asset base complexity; Codified capabilities
	Contingency
	10.1016/j.lrp.2017.02.005

	2017
	Roberson et al.
	Transforming research on diversity and firm performance: A dynamic capability perspective
	Academy of Management Annals
	Diversity capabilities; Value creation capture; Multilevel integration; Social mechanisms
	Architectural integration; Microfoundations
	10.5465/annals.2014.0019

	2018
	Bendig et al.
	On micro-foundations of dynamic capabilities: A multi-level perspective based on ceo personality and knowledge-based capital
	Long Range Planning
	CEO personality; Knowledge based capital; Multilevel microfoundations; Upper echelons
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations
	10.1016/j.lrp.2017.08.002

	2018
	De Massis et al.
	Sector-based entrepreneurial capabilities and the promise of sector studies in entrepreneurship.
	Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice
	Sector based capabilities; Sector fluidity; Industry effects; Entrepreneurial processes
	Contingency; Managerial agency
	10.1177/1042258717740548

	2018
	Giudici et al.
	Open-system orchestration as a relational source of sensing capabilities: Evidence from a venture association
	Academy of Management Journal
	Open system orchestration; Relational capabilities; Network embeddedness; Sensing
	Shaping; Organizational mechanisms; Microfoundations
	10.5465/amj.2015.0573

	2018
	Kurtmollaiev et al.
	Developing managerial dynamic capabilities: A quasi-experimental field study of the effects of design thinking training
	Academy of Management Learning & Education
	Design thinking; Managerial capabilities; Training effects; Sensing seizing transforming
	Managerial agency; Microfoundations; Organizational mechanisms
	10.5465/amle.2016.0187

	2018
	Manning et al.
	The changing rationale for governance choices: Early vs. late adopters of global services sourcing
	Strategic Management Journal
	Governance capabilities; Sourcing evolution; Path dependence; Adoption timing
	Stability; Organizational mechanisms; Contingency
	10.1002/smj.2795

	2018
	Prange et al.
	Investigating the transformation and transition processes between dynamic capabilities: Evidence from dhl
	Organization Studies
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SM3. Explanatory conditions behind the historical turning points in dynamic capabilities research.

	Phase
	Theoretical Shift in Strategic Management
	Practical / Competitive Shift
	Evidence of Influence on DC Research
	Resulting Reorientation of DC Research

	1997–2003
Foundational Conceptualization
	Positioning and RBV explanations increasingly struggled to explain how firms renew advantage under conditions of rapid change. Strategic management began moving from resource possession toward resource transformation and renewal.
	Globalization, deregulation, Internet-based competition, and accelerated innovation cycles increased environmental turbulence and reduced the durability of existing competitive positions.
	Teece et al. (1997) explicitly positioned DCs against static explanations derived from industry structure and resource stocks. Eisenhardt and Martin (2000), Zollo and Winter (2002), Helfat and Peteraf (2003), and Winter (2003) subsequently focused on capability development, renewal, and reconfiguration rather than resource possession.
	Research concentrated on defining DCs and clarifying how firms sustain advantage through capability renewal. The central debate concerned whether DCs should be viewed primarily as path-dependent capability-building systems or as flexible reconfiguration processes.

	2004–2010
Organizational Mechanisms and Managerial Expansion
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Strategy research increasingly emphasized strategy processes, managerial agency, entrepreneurship, cognition, and organizational practice. Attention shifted from sources of advantage to how advantage is enacted and renewed.
	Firms increasingly relied on open innovation, alliances, outsourcing arrangements, distributed knowledge systems, and global value chains, making coordination and orchestration central managerial challenges.
	Zahra et al. (2006), Teece (2007), Augier and Teece (2008, 2009), Sirmon and Hitt (2009), and Barreto (2010) all moved the discussion toward sensing, seizing, reconfiguring, entrepreneurial management, and asset orchestration.
	Research shifted from construct justification to identifying the mechanisms through which renewal occurs and clarifying the role of managerial interpretation and intentional action.

	2011–2015
Microfoundational Deepening and Contingency Qualification
	Growing interest in behavioral strategy and microfoundations encouraged scholars to explain how cognition, emotions, judgment, human capital, and managerial characteristics shape strategic outcomes.
	The aftermath of the global financial crisis increased uncertainty, performance heterogeneity, and pressure to explain why some firms benefited from capabilities while others did not.
	Hodgkinson and Healey (2011), Martin (2011), Helfat and Martin (2015), Peteraf et al. (2013), and Schilke (2014a,b) increasingly focused on cognition, managerial judgment, behavioral processes, and boundary conditions.
	Research moved from demonstrating the existence of DCs toward explaining their effectiveness, performance implications, and contextual contingencies.

	2016–2019
Configurational, Multilevel, and Processual Consolidation
	Strategy research increasingly embraced configurational thinking, multilevel theorizing, ecosystems, business models, and cross-level explanations.
	Digital transformation, platform competition, ecosystem interdependence, and sustainability pressures created more complex and interconnected competitive environments.
	Wilden et al. (2016), Schilke et al. (2018), Jacobides et al. (2018), and Warner and Wäger (2019) increasingly examined DCs as part of broader systems involving architectures, ecosystems, business models, and digital transformation.
	Research expanded beyond isolated firm-level capabilities toward capability systems, architectures, ecosystems, and processual explanations linking multiple levels of analysis.

	2020–2026
Frontier Expansion and the Adapting–Shaping Relationship
	Strategic management increasingly focused on resilience, foresight, environmental shaping, future-oriented capabilities, and systemic uncertainty.
	COVID-19, geopolitical fragmentation, AI diffusion, sustainability transitions, and recurring systemic disruptions increased the importance of resilience and future-oriented transformation.
	Suddaby et al. (2020), Helfat (2022), Foss et al. (2023), Pitelis et al. (2024), Volz et al. (2025), and Cristofaro et al. (2025) expanded DC research toward resilience, ecosystem orchestration, foresight, transition management, and environmental shaping.
	Research increasingly examined how firms not only adapt to environmental conditions but also actively shape markets, ecosystems, institutions, and technological trajectories.
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