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the  river a t  a very considerable  height, and forming an im- 
portant  feature  amidst  the  surrounding  beautiful scenery. 

In  this  brief  sketch, only the  principal works in which he was 
engaged have been mentioned,  but  enough  has  been  stated  to 
show the position he held in the profession, and  the selection of 
him to fill the  Chair of the  Royal  Scottish Society of Arts,  for 
two  successive years, and  the deference  paid  to his views, by 
his  coadjutors, in the  Town Council of Edinburgh, of  which he 
was a member, mark the  general  estimation  in which he was 
held. For  the former body, he was strenuous in his efforts to 
extend  its  utility, and set  an  excellent  example  to  the members 
of that  and other societies, by making a journey  to  Holland, 
for  the  express purpose of drawing  up  an  account, from personal 
inspection, of the  draining  operations at Haarlem  Meer,  to be 
read  during  the first year of his  Presidency. 

H e  distinguished himself as a useful citizen of Edinburgh, 
devoting,  in  his latter years, much of his  time  to  the  affairs of 
the  city, with great benefit to  the community. 

H e  possessed strong common sense, great perseverance  and 
determination of purpose, combined with simplicity of mind, 
and in the social and domest,ic relations of life,  he was most 
amiable  and  exemplary. At  his decease, which occurred in his 
fifty-eighth year, on the  25th of July 1852, in consequence of 
injuries  received  in  a collision of trains, at the  junction of the 
Clarence, with the  Leeds  Northern  Railway,  near Stockton-on- 
Tees,  he was regretted  as a firm friend, a kind master, and a 
sincere, consistent Christian. 

He  joined the  Institution as a Member, in the year  1829, 
was constant in his  attendance at  the meetings, whenever he 
visited the  Metropolis, and studiously  advanced the interest of 
the Society by every  means in his power. 

~~~ ~ ~ 

MR.  WALTER  HUNTER was born  in  the  parish of New- 
battle,  near  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1772,  and from his 
father, who was a U wright," combining  the trade of a car- 
penter with the  construction of the  rude  agricultural  machinery 
of that period, he learned  the  first  rudiments of the  craft,  in 
which he subsequently became a greater proficient, whilst in  the 
employment of Messrs. Moodie, of Leith-walk, who had then 
a considerable business as  millwrights. By that firm  he was 
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sent, at about  twenty  years of age, to  erect a threshing-mill in, 
the neighbourhood of Nottingham, and being attracted by the 
fame of the Soh0 Works,  he was so fortunate as to  be  engaged 
by Mr. Watt,  and worked under him for some time. From 
Soh0 he went to London, add obtained  employment  under the 
late Mr. Rennie, by  whom he was intrusted (as forem’an) with 
the direction of several  important works. 

When  the  attention of the mercantile  world  was directed to 
the importance of providing a greater  extent of accommodation 
for the increasing  shipping, the necessity for some better mecha- . 
nical  means of clearing away accumulations of mud  in  tidal docks, 
and of shoals  formed in rivers, became evident, and Mr. Hunter 
was sent by Mr. Rennie, to examine and  report upon a dredg- 
ing-boat, which  was  supposed to have been  the first machine  of 
the  kind introduced from Holland,  and  then working,  with 
horse-power, in  the river Humber, at Hull. The result of this 
mission  was the adaptation,  by Mr. Rennie, of steam-power to 
move the dredging-buckets and ladders, and  the ultimate 
introduction of that  branch of millwright’s work, on  which 
Mr. Hunter was eventually so extensively engaged,  in  the 
establishment of dredging-vessels,  on the  Thames  and elsewhere. 

On  the completion of the Phcenix Oil and Flour-mills, at 
Dartford, where he  acted as foreman of works under Mr. 
Rennie, Mr. Hunter commenced  business  on his own account 
at Dartford, as a millwright, but  there was, a t  that period, so 
little employment  for mechanics, that  he was  obliged again  to 
become a journeyman ; and he used to  relate, as an example of 
the difference of engineering, a t  the  beginning and  the termina- 
tion of his career, and of  how much depended on the  skill  and 
experience of the  foreman of  works, that  the only drawing he 
received for the  erection of the  PhQnix  Mills was a rough 
sketch of the first frame  for the moving  power, all  the  details 
of the machines, the connexions, and  the modifications of 
speed, &C., being  left  to be filled in by the foreman, during  the 
progress of the work. 

I n  1807, or 1808, he  entered  into  partnership with the  late 
Mr. William English, and founded the establishment at Bow, 
where the machinery  for so many  important works has  been 
executed. 

The  connexion  between  Messrs. Hunter  and  English arose 

Downloaded from ftp.​nowpublishers.​com/​jmipi/​article-pdf/​12/​1853/​161/​2671642/​imotp_1853_23979.​pdf by guest on 27 August 2026



MEMOIRS. 163 

from their  being  intrusted by Mr. Rennie  to  frame a pair of 
large  lock-gates for the East  India Docks,  which task  they  per- 
formed in such a style as to attract  the  attention of Mr. Ralph 
Walker, by  whom they were subsequently employed, until  they 
entered  into business  on their owri account,  when he  intrusted 
to  them a great amount of work, to which they  did  full justice. 

They were  extensively  employed in  the distilleries and brew- 
eries of the metropolis, in  the numerous mills  around  London, 
in  the construction of sluices, valves for water supply, iron 
bridges,  dock-gates,  &c. ; and  the excellence of their workman- 
ship,  their mechanical skill, and general  uprightness of conduct, 
induced  the confidence of the  heads of the profession and  the 
formation of a business,  by  which a large  fortune was amassed 
by both  partners. 

Mr. Hunter was a very old  member of the  Institution,  having 
joined it in  1827,  but his occupations  seldom permitted  his 
attendance at the meetings. His decease  occurred  on the  8th 
of February  1852,  in  the  eightieth  year of his age,-deeply 
regretted by all who  knew  hitn,-and in him disappears almost 
the  last of the  race of clever English millwrights. 

SIR JOSIAH  JOHN  GUEST, Bart., MP.,  was  born at 
Dowlais,  on the  2nd of February,  1785. 

His grandfather, Mr. John Guest,  the son of a small free- 
holder in Shropshire,  migrated  in  the  middle of the  last een- 
tury to  South  Wales, and  in connexion  with Mr. John 
Wilkinson, the celebrated iron-master of Bircham,  they to- 
gether erected a t  Dowlais, the  first blast-furnace in  the  Prin- 
cipality, for the  reduction of iron-ore, by means of pit-coal. 
After  the decease of Mr. John Guest,  the works passed into 
the  hands of a firm, of which his son, Mr. Thomas  Guest, was 
a dember. I n  1815,  Sir  John (then Mr.) Guest succeeded to 
the sole management,  and  the works,  which  in 1806 were  con- 
sidered of importance, because they produced about  5,000 tons 
of iron, were  by the skill, perseverance and commercial enter- 
prise of the subject of this memoir, raised  in  their  annual 
power of production to 100,000 tons of pig-iron, and actually 
produced that quantity  in  1849, when they  sent  into  the mar- 
ket 75,000 tons of iron in the form of bars and rails. 
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