430 MAJOR-GENERAL SIR JAMES BROWNE, [Obituary.

bodily strength, which no doubt had much to do with his influence
among tribes, in whom a strong hand, daring courage, and un-
swerving resolution at once inspire respect; but even these can -
hardly account for the immunity with which he moved, unattended
by the heads of tribes, among wild fanatics, who believe that to
kill a Kafir is a sure road to Paradise.! He himself was inclined
to attribute that immunity to his extraordinary resemblance to an
influential Mullah (Mohammedan priest), who at one time lived at
Mukkur amongst the Gilzais and suddenly disappeared in 1878.
Sir James Browne knew every inch of the country he ruled over
and understood the people, who felt that he was a firm and upright
official, from whom unflinching justice, tempered with sympathy
for those he governed, might be obtained. He was elected an
Associate on the 5th of December, 1871, and three years later he
presented to the Institution a Paper ¢ On the Tracing and Con-
struction of Roads in Mountainous Tropical Countries,”? for which
he was awarded a Telford Premium.

JOHN CLUTTONS3 was born on the 29th of August, 1809, at
Hartswood in the parish of Buckland, Surrey, where his father,
Mr. William Clutton, carried on a large and successful business as a
land agent. The subject of this notice was educated at a Grammar
School at Cuckfield and subsequently at a preparatory school at
Clapham. He was originally intended for the law, but his father
wanted his assistance and that of his brother Robert at Harts-
wood, and there he remained ten years, making himself acquainted
with every detail of the business and laying the foundations of
that knowledge of farming and forestry which was to prove of
such great service in his subsequent career.

In 1837 he married and came to London, taking a small house,
which served as office also, in the block of buildings on the west
side of Parliament Street, pulled down many years ago to widen
the roadway and make room for the new public offices. Here he
remained until his removal to Whitehall Place in 1844. During
these six and a half years he was principally occupied with the
land purchases for the construction of various sections of the

! Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, August 1896, contains a graphic and
interesting narrative entitled, “ A Strange Episode in the Life of Major-General
Sir James Browne, K.C.S.L, C.B., R.E,, related by himself, with a sketch of his
services by Major W. Broadfoot, R.E.”

2 Minutes of Proceedings Inst. C.E., vol. xxxviii. p. 67.

3 This notice has been abridged from one which appeared in the Transactions
of the Surveyors’ Institution, vol. xxviii. p. 478.
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South Eastern Railway. In these and other railway surveys and
land purchases, together with the conduct of one or two small
estates agencies, Mr. Clutton found abundant employment during
the first six years of his life in London, but in consequence of the
rapid increase of his business it soon afterwards became necessary
to take a larger house, and there being a prospect of considerable
employment arising from an introduction to the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners, he determined to remove to No. 8 Whitehall Place,
in the immediate vicinity of their offices.

At this time there was vested in the Ecclesiastical Commis-
sioners, chiefly in reversion only, a very considerable quantity of
land and other property which had belonged to non-residentiary
prebends and to deaneries of cathedral churches of the old foun-
dation, and additional property was constantly falling in as lives
lapsed, but the only knowledge which the Commissioners then
possessed as to the particular extent, nature and value of these
properties, was such account of them as could be furnished by
the Chapter Clerks of the respective cathedrals and collegiate
churches. About 1845 it had become manifest to the Board that
it was of primary importance to procure, with all possible des-
patch, particulars, surveys, estimates and reports on the various
lands and properties vested in the Board, and that these should
be prepared by and obtained from experts on whom the greatest
reliance could be placed. This work, throughout the southern
half of England and Wales, was entrusted to Messrs. Robert and
John Clutton. The business connected with the Ecclesiastical
Commission rapidly assumted, to use Mr. Clutton’s own words, “a
gigantic character,” and necessited a large increase of his staff,
Later on, about 1856, his brother, Mr. Henry Clutton, joined the
firm and tock the management of the agencies connected with the
Ecclesiastical Commission work.

In March, 1848, a Select Committee was appointed to enquire
into the expenditure and management of the Department of Woods
and Public Buildings—functions which remained thus strangely
assorted until 1851. Mr. Clutton was apparently first invited to
report to the Commissioners of Woods, &c., early in 1848, and in
conjunction with his brother Robert, in February, 1849, received
instructions to proceed to the New Forest, and after viewing the
lands, woods, and plantations, to report to the Department the
““best opinion they could form upon such inspection as the time
and circumstances would permit.” Within a few hours of their
return and before their report could be written, they were sum-
moned to give evidence before the Committee. Mr. John Clutton
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only was examined, his brother simply confirming his evidence.
A little later on he was called to give evidence with reference to
the Forests of Dean, Bere and Parkhurst. In all this evidence Mr.
Clutton’s characteristics were fully displayed. It was clear that
he intended to demonstrate, and succeeded in doing so, that where-
ever the Department had a free hand and was unencumbered by
impracticable conditions rendering a sound system of forestry
impossible, the management had been both skilful and judicious.
As the result of the enquiry, a change was shortly afterwards
made in the constitution of the Department, which became the
« Office of Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues of the Crown.” The
Receivership of Crown rents for the county of Surrey falling
vacant a little later on, Mr. Clutton was recommended for the
appointment by Mr. Gore, one of the Commissioners, who had been
struck with his professional sagacity, especially in questions of
wood management. In 1851 he was made Crown Receiver for all
the Midland and Southern counties of England, the Royal Forests
excepted. In 1887 the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk were added
to his receiverships. He continued to act as Crown Receiver up
to August 1889, when lhe retired from the position; but, in April
1890, he again gave evidence before the Parliamentary Committee
of 1889-90 on the Woods, Forests and Land Revenues, respecting
the management of the Crown estates which had been under his
charge. Under his advice a great deal was done towards the con-
solidation of the Crown estates by the sale of outlying or scattered
properties and the purchase of compact estates, or of properties
adjacent to other Crown estates. The Crown revenue was also
largely improved by the development of building estates, notably
at Richmond (Surrey), Eltham and Windsor, and the good results
of his management may be seen in the present condition of the
woods at Esher (Surrey) and at Hazleborough and Salcey in
Northamptonshire.

There remain one or two matters of a more general character to
which reference should be made. First among these is the
important share which he took in the establishment of the
Surveyors’ Institution, on the formation of which, in July, 1868, he
was selected as its first President and served the office for two
consecutive years. Enough has been said to show the wide range
of Mr. Clutton’s activities between the year 1837, when he came to
London, and the year 1889, when, owing to advancing age, he retired
from active business. His last years were spent in the neighbour-
hood of Reigate, to which he turned with affection in his old age, and
where he died on the 1st of March, 1896, in his eighty-sixth year.
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Conspicuous success in any vocation is usually associated with
the possession of striking abilities. Mr. Clutton would have been
the first to disclaim any pretensions to special talent. He neither
wrote nor spoke with ease, and his expository powers were very
inferior to his powers of apprehension. The technicalities of an
Act of Parliament were a perfect bugbear to him. What he did
possess, and that to an extraordinary degree, was the solid
practical business faculty which makes directly for success in life.
This faculty, in union with a calm temperament, great sobriety of
judgment, a firm will and a large amount of natural caution, were
the principal qualities which he brought to the building up of his
vast business. DBut he had other noticeable characteristics allied
to these and almost as useful to him. e was chary of speech, but
his habitual reticence sat well upon him and never gave the notion
of suppression or concealment. He had the art of leading where
he appeared to follow. He made no profession of knowledge, but
it was dangerous to assume that he was ignorant, for he had a
knack of suddenly transposing the #oles of teacher and learner.
He possessed in an eminent degree the art of conciliating opposi-
tion and allaying jealousies. In his relations with his brother
surveyors he was frankness itself. Ilis stores of knowledge were
ever at their disposal. No young man hesitated to seek his advice
or went away disappointed. To show the reliance placed in his
probity instances could be cited in which the surveyor on ¢ the
other side” unreservedly left the determination of price to his
decision, in full confidence that he would do nothing unjust, even
in his client’s interest.

This imperfect sketch would be incomplete without some refer-
ence to Mr. Clutton’s really remarkable powers as an organiser.
His ordinary agencies were numerous enough to severely tax the
powers of most men, to say nothing of the large general practice
as a surveyor which he carried on for many years. Add to this
his Crown Receiverships and his work in connection with the
Ecclesiastical Commission, and it is to be wondered how a single
mind could have borne the weight of so much responsibility.
Indeed, it would have been impossible except for the perfection
of the organisation which he created for the purpose, and the
sagacity with which he selected the heads of the various depart-.
ments of his business. He adopted the principle of all but
absolute devolution to the persons so selected, treating them as
personal friends and social equals, with the result that they
regarded his intervests as theirs and the credit of the house
ags their credit.” Thus the thousand and one details which

[THE INST. C.E. VOL. CXXV.] 2F
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entered into each day’s work fell at once into their proper
place in a general system where the controlling mind could be
constantly felt without being constantly consulted. Mr. Clutton
was remarkably free from ostentation. His personal habits were
of the simplest. He loved his home, which was endeared to him
by one whom he has himself described as * a pattern to all women,”
and it may be questioned whether he was ever so happy as in the
simple rural surroundings amid which he was born and bred,
walking about spud in hand over his land or going the round of
his farm-buildings at Flanchford.

Mr. Clutton’s connection with the Institution extended over
nearly fifty-six years. He was elected an Associate on the 10th of
March, 1840, and in the year 1848 he served on the Council. He
was also a Member of the Royal Agricultural Society from 1838

and was elected a Foundation Life Governor in 1890.

*.* The following deaths have also been made known since the

2nd of June, 1896 :—

Honorary Member.

GrovE, The Right Hon. Sir WILLIAM
Roeerr, M.A, D.CL, LLD,

F.R.S.; born 11 July, 1811; died
1 August, 1896.

Members.

CairNs, ANDREW DUNCAN;
September, 1850 ; died 7 May, 1896.

CARrINGTON, THoMAS; born 5 October,
1841 ; died 27 June, 1896.

born 28 | CuNNINGHAM, DAvVID; déed 13 June,

1896, aged 57.
DorxinG, ELiAs; died 18 July, 1896,
aged T1.

Associate Members.

Bawks, EpwarDp NEvILL; born 7 May,
1845; died 17 April, 1896. (Rupture
of a blood vessel.)

HearNe, Epwarp BERESFORD, ML.E.;
born 18 October, 1854; died 23
April, 1896. (RBupture of a blood-
vessel on the brain.)

at the foundering of the “ Drummond
Castle.”)

Roy, NormaN WiLLiam; born 1 Octo-
ber, 1862 ; died 10 May, 1896. (Ma-
larial fever.)

‘WHEELER, WiLLiam HERBERT, B.A.;
born 11 May, 1867; died 28 June,

Hinops, HerBERT; born 10 December, 1896. (Drowned off Skegness while
1864 ; died 16 June, 1896. (Drowned yachting.)
Associates.
Kennarp, Howard John; died 8 | Trevor, Maj.-Gen. JORN SALUSBURY,

Avugust, 1896, aged 66.
Presrwicn, Sir JoszrH, MLA.,, FR.8.;
born12Mar.,1812; died 23 June,1896.

C.8.L, late R.E.; born 1830; died
9 June, 1896.

Information as to the professional career and personal [cha-
racteristics of the above is solicited in aid of the preparation of
Obituary Notices.—SEc. Inst. C.E., 10 August, 1896,
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