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firm from Mr, Stoney’s designs, and a much larger movable weir on
the Clyde is now in course of erection at Glasgow.

Mr. Rapier died on the 28th May, 1897, at Folkestone, whither
he had gone for the benefit of his health, which had been failing for
some months. He was of a most genial disposition, and was
always ready to listen and respond to any appeal for assist-
ance, large numbers of old workmen and their widows owing
the comforts of their declining years to his liberality and considera-
tion. In 1893 heinitiated a system of allotments for his workmen
on land adjoining the Waterside Ironworks which bhe let at a
nominal rent, at the same time offering annual prizes for
cultivation.

Mr. Rapier was elected an Associate on the 14th April, 1863, and
was transferred to the class of Members on the 17th April, 1877.
He was a frequent attendant at the meetings, and, in addition to
contributing the Paper above referred to, occasionally took part in
discussions.

JAMES REW SHOPLAND, born on the 17th December, 1841,
was articled in 1857 to Messrs. Robert Dymond & Sons, of Exeter,
under whom he was engaged on railway and other engineering
works. On the expiration of his pupilage he came to London,
and entered the office of Messrs. Gotto! & Beesley, by whom he
was employed on various waterworks.

In 1870 Mr. Shopland began to practise on his own account at
Swindon. In conjunction with Mr. W. J. Kingsbury, he acted as
Engineer to the Swindon, Marlborough and Andover Railway, and
to the Swindon and Cheltenham line, and when these undertakings

_were amalgamated in 1884, as the Midland and South Western
Junction Railway, he was appointed Consulting Engineer to the
Company. He also acted for the Bridport Railway, the Bill for
which he successfully carried through Parliament against great
opposition. At Bridport he constructed water and drainage works,
and at the time of his death was engaged on improvements to the
harbour. He also carried out drainage and waterworks at South
Molton, Briton Ferry, Clifton-on-Teem, and other places, and was
Engineer to the Swindon Water Board. -

Mr. Shopland died at his residence, Walton House, Swindon, on
the 22nd April, 1897, after a long illness. He was elected a
Member on the 4th February, 1896.

! Minutes of Proceedings Inst. C.E., vol. exxviii. p. 346.
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