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SIR JOHN  AIRD,  Bart.,l senior member of the well-known con- 
tracting firm of John  Aird  and Company, died a t  his residence, 
Wilton  Park, Beaconsfield, Bucks, on the  6th  January, 1911, 
aged 77. The  contracting business of John  Aird  and Sons, the 
former  name of the firm, covers the whole of the  latter half of the 
last century. John  Aird was associated with his father  in 1851, on 
reaching his eighteenth year ; he  had spent  the  greater  part of his 
boyhood a t  Greenwich, and was educated there  and a t  Southgate. 
As regards  his  apprenticeship in engineering, he could not have had 
a better schooling than  the one he received in association with  his 
father’s business. At  this period, his father commenced carrying 
out  important undertakings, among which may be mentioned work 
in connection with  the  Great Exhibition in  Hyde  Park.  At  about 
the same period Messrs. Aird extended several gasworks in  this 
country, and were the contractors  for new works of the same 
class both in London and  in  the provinces. Their sphere of activity 
was not, however, limited to  Great  Britain,  but extended to  the Conti- 
nent of Europe and  to  distant countries ; their name is associated 
with the early  installation of waterworks and gasworks in Amsterdam, 
Berlin, and Copenhagen, and  they also put down gasworks in France, 
Italy,  and Brazil. Amongst other large works of the same nature 
carried out by them in connection with various contracting fims, 
were the Calcutta Waterworks,  the Millwall Docks, and a  large 
amount of civil engineering work in Sardinia. 

John  Aird,  after  the  death of his father  in 1876, entered into 
partnership with Messrs. Lucas Brothers, the new firm being styled 
Lucas and Aird. Thc &m built  various  extensions of the  District 
Railway, the Metropolitan  Railway, and  the St. John’s Wood Rail- 
wey ; the Royal Albert Docks, the Tilbury Dock, the  East  and  West 
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India Dock Extension, the  Hull  and Barnsley Railway and Dock, 
the  West Highland  Railway, besides many other new railway lines, 
railway-widening works, docks, water, sewage, and drainage works 
and railways in  the provinces and  in foreign countries. 

The crowning work accomplished  by Sir John  Aird as a  contractor 
was the construction of the Assuan Dam on the Nile, the Engineer 
for which was the  late  Sir Benjamin  Baker, Past-President. The 
work is fully described in  the  Paper by Mr. M. Fitzmaurice, C.M.G., 
published in  the Pr0ceedings.l Preliminary operations were com- 
menced at  the  site of the dam in  April, 1898, and  in  the early 
summer of 1899 the  number of men  employed on the undertaking 
reached a total of 13,000. The dam has  a length of about 2,200 
yards; it has 180 sluice-gates, and its maximum heighb from the 
foundation is  about 130 feet.  The total  amount of granite masonry 
its construction involved was about 1 million tons. The effect of 
the dam is  to convert the River Nile above Assuan into  an immense 
reservoir, which, when  full,  contains  about 38,000 million cubic feet 
of water. I ts  construction took about 4 years only. The Assiut 
Barrage was carried out at  the same time. 

Among the  later  undertakings casried out by Sir John Aird and 
Company in  this country may be mentioned the Royal Edward Dock 
a t  Avonmouth, which was  commenced in March, 1902. The works 
a t  Avonmouth increase the deep-water area of the  port by 30 acres, 
and reclaim from the sea a large tract of land through  the  tipping 
of the excavated material on the mud  slopes of the Severn, this 
raising them much  above the level of the sea. The firm is occupied 
in  Egypt  in raising the Assuan Dam, and have lately completed 
a  barrage at Esneh and  the Menufieh Regulator. 

Sir John  Aird was also well known as a connoisseur of art,  and 
owned an admirable collection of valuable paintings, water-colours, 
and  statuary. He  was created a baronet in 1901. He was a Mem- 
ber of Parliament  for  North Paddington from 1887 to 1905. I n  
1900 he was elected the first Mayor for the newly-formed Borough 
of Paddington. He  was, moreover, Commissioner of Lieutenancy 
of the City of London and Lieut.-Colonel of the Engineer and Rail- 
way Volunteer Staff Corps. He  was also a member of the  Iron  and 
Steel  Institute.  Sir John is succeeded  by his elder son, John  Aird, 
Assoc. Inst. C.E., who  was born in 1861. 

Sir John  Aird was elected an Associate of The Institution on the 
6th December, 1859, and a t  one time served as  an Associate of the 
Council. ~- 

1 Minutes of Proceedings Inet. C.E., vol. clii, p. 71. 
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