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who was established at Perth as a Civil Engineer, Mr. Thomas
Telford Mitchell succeeded to the business, and had the charge
of most of the principal roads in the district, “besides acting
generally as a Civil Engineer, in which capacity he laid out and
constructed the railroad from Dunblane to Callander, 18 miles.
During the latter part of his life he became a contractor on his
own account, and constructed several branch lines of railway in
the county of Perth, and a length of 30 miles of a railway in
Galloway.

Mr. Thomas Telford Mitchell had thus had considerable expe-
rience in the profession, and he was considered a good practical
Engineer. He was elected an Associate of the %nstitution of
Civil Engineers on the 24th of June, 1845, and his decease
took place on the 31st of December, 1863.

Mr. JAMES SHERRIFFS was born on the 17th of August,
1801, at Persley, near the manufacturing village of Woodside, about
two miles north of Aberdeen. As the circumstances of his parents
did not enable them to bestow an expensive education on their
son, he was taught from an early period of his life that he would
have to earn his livelihood by the labour of his hands. When
he was about fifteen years of age, he was apprenticed for six years
to Mr. Carter, millwright and engineer in Aberdeen, with whom
he continued to work for two years after the term of his
apprenticeship had expired. During this period he was remark-
able for diligence and attention, and he soon attained such skill
of hand that, long before he had served his time, he excelled, in
rapidity and dexterity, the best workmen in Mr. Carter’s employ-
ment. Nor, while he thus attained excellence as a workman, did
he neglect the cultivation of his mind, but by regular attendance
at the classes of the Aberdeen Mechanics’ Institution, he made up
for the deficiencies of his earlier education. In the spring of 1825
he came to London, where, soon after his arrival, he obtained
employment under the late Mr. Maudslay. That eminent Engineer,
himself a dexterous workman, as well as a brilliant mechanic,
appreciated the skill which James Sherriffs displayed, and he was
employed as a special assistant in working out schemes on which
Mr. Maudslay’s ingenuity was exercised. In the employment of
Messrs. Maudslay, Sons, and Field, Mr. Sherriffs passed thirty-eight
years —in fact the remainder of his life. From a workman he was
in 1830 promoted to be foreman of a department, and in 1845 he
was entrusted with the general superintendence of the factory. After
about thirty-five years passed in that service, Mr. Sherriffs’ health
began to fail, but he never relaxed in his attention to the works.
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He seemed indeed ever to have the interests of the firm more at
heart than if they had been his own. From early morning until
late at night, with rare and brief holidays, and those taken only
when illness rendered them absolutely necessary, he gave undi-
vided attention to the large and varied works carried on in the
establishment which he superintended. He may be said to have
died in harness, for his labours were unremitting till, in the spring
of 1853, he was struck with the illness from which he never
recovered. He suffered, with fortitude, great pain and extreme
debility, the result probably of exhaustion produced by a life of
unceasing labour and anxiety ; and, after lingering a few months,
he expired on his own birthday, the 17th of August, 1863, having
exactly completed his sixty-second year. It is sadly interesting to
remark, that he died on the day on which his illustrious master,
Mr. Joshua Field (Past President Inst. C.E.) was buried, having
survived him only a week.

Mr. Sherriffs was elected an Associate of the Institution of Civil
Engineers in the year 1851, and was very regular in his attend-
ance at the meetings. The leading feature of his character was
a modest diffidence, which throughout life held him back, while
others, by no means superior in talents or acquirements, took
high positions in the engineering world. He was eminently quiet
and unpretending, and thus a due estimation of his capabilities
was confined to those who knew him intimately. He was cautious,
painstaking, and assiduous almost to a fault, but these were
qualities which were of the greatest value to his employers,
and which they highly appreciated. In disposition he was most
kind and generous, and in manner he was courteous and refined.
The men who worked under him never heard a rough word pass
his lips, and yet they knew him to be strict and resolute, and
they obeyed him not only without a grudge, but with reverence
and love. Perhaps of all who lamented the death of James
Sherriffs, none mourned more sincerely and with better reason
than the foremen and workmen whose labours he had so long, so
successfully, and so kindly directed.

Mr. ALFRED THOMPSON was born at Queen’s Row,
Chelsea, in the year 1818, and received the greater part of his
early education under Mr. Sheepshanks, at the St. Peter’s Grammar
School, Eaton Square, Pimlico. He was articled to his father,
Mr. George Thompson, of the Eccleston Ironworks, Pimlico,
and continued in his service until 1842, when he was admitted
into the firm of G. Thompson and Sons; and from the year
1844 to the period of his decease, he was the managing partner,
in addition to which duties, he practised as a Civil and Consulting
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