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but a bad financier, and it was  said of him  that  the worst  friend 
he  had  was himself. 

MR. XICHOLAS WOOD was  born a t  Sourmires, in  the  parish of 
Ryton, on the  south side of the  river  Tyne, on the  24th of April, 1795. 
Educated at  the  village school a t  Crawcrook, by Mr. Craigie,  who 
had  the  reputation - a rare one at  the time-of turning  out lads 
clever a t  figures and well-grounded in  the most useful branches of an 
ordinary  English education, young Kicholas Wood proved himself 
to  be a ready scholar, and soon did  credit  to  his master. In April, 
1811, Sir Thomas Liddell  (afterwards Lord Ravensworth),  having 
taken a fancy to  the  lad,  sent  him  to  Killingworth colliery to 
learn  the business of a viewer. Here it was  that Xicholas Wood 
made the acquaintance of George Stephenson, whose skill  and 
ingenuity  had  already led to  his  being advanced from the position 
of a brakesman to  that of an engineer, and,  in 1812, to  that of 
colliery engine-wright at  the  Killingworth  High Pit; whose 
friend  and confidant Mr.  Wood immediately became, assisting  in 
the construction of the ‘‘ Geordie ” safety  lamp, and, it is said, 
being one of those  who  witnessed the  testing of the  lamp  at a 
“ blower” in Killingworth colliery. On the  15th of November, 
1815, Mr. Wood explained the  merits  and  details of the  invention 
before the members i f  the Newcastle Literary  and Philosophical 
Society, and he  took a prominent part  in  the controversy with  the 
advocates of Sir  Humphry Davy’s lamp. Mr. Wood also assisted 
in  the  early  experiments  in connection with  the locomotive engine, 
maintained  in  the columns of the ‘‘ Newcastle Magazine ” for 1822 
that it could be  profitably employed as a tractive power, and  in 
1823 accompanied Stephenson to  Darlington, when it was  deter- 
mined to proceed with  the Stockton and  Darlington  railway. I n  
1825  appeared his celebrated ‘‘ Treatise on  Railroads,”  which has 
gone through several  editions, and which materially assisted in 
the  early development of the  railway system. In  the same  year, 
as well  as  in subsequent sessions, until  the Act was obtained,  he 
gave evidence before Committees of both Houses of Parliament on 
the Liverpool and Manchester railroad bill. By  this  time 
Mr. Wood had acquired  considerable fame as an engineer, but he 
retained  his preference for the  mining  interest,  and  had  already 
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entered  into colliery  speculations on his own account, and  was 
rapidly  extending  his influence and position in  the coal trade. 
When  the  British Association for the Advancement of Science met 
a t  Newcastle in 1838 he read an elaborate essay on the geology of 
Northumberland before the Geological Section, in which he endea- 
voured to show the probable identity of the red  sandstone forma- 
tions of the  valley of the Tweed and those of the Cumberland 
plains. I n  1844 he removed from Killingworth  to  Hetton,  and 
assumed the management of the collieries belonging to  the  Hetton 
Coal Company, in  which  he  was a partner.  He took  a  prominent 
and  active  part in the  investigations  which  ultimately  led  to  the 
Mines Inspection  Bill, which was passed in 1851 ; and  in t,he 
organization of a society, proposed to be called “ The  North of 
England Society  for the prevention of Accidents, and for other 
purposes connected with Mining,” which was established a t  New- 
castle  on the  3rd of July, 1852. Almost immediately afterwards 
the name was changed to  that of “ The  North of England  Institute 
of Mining Engineers.” Mr.  Wood ‘was elected the first President, and 
on the  third of September in  that  year he  delivered an  inaugural 
address in  which he defined the ‘objects of the  Institution  to be- 
“ First, by a union  or concentration of professional experience, to 
endeavour, if possible, to devise measures which may  avert or 
alleviate those dreadful calamities  which have so frequently pro- 
duced such destruction  to life and  property,  and which are  always 
attended  with such  misery and  distress  to  the  mining population 
of the  district;  and, secondly, to establish  a literary  institution 
more particularly applicable to .the theory,  art,  and practice of 
mining  than  the  institutes  in  the  locality present, or which  are 
within  the reach of the profession in  this locality.” He  retained 
the office  of President  to  the  day of his  death,  and  he devoted all 
his influence, talent,  and much of his  time  to promote its success, 
being a frequent  contributor of essays on mining subjects. In  
1855 the idea of a mining college for the  cultivation, improve- 
ment,  and  teaching of that science, especially coal mining,  was 
mooted in  the  North of England,  and Mr. Wood, in conjunction 
with  the  late Mr. T. J. Taylor, took  a  prominent part  in pro- 
moting  the  undertaking ; but  notwithstanding  the  support of the 
late Algernon, Duke of Northum.berland, the project  fell through; 
nor  was a  subsequent attempt, made under  the same auspices, to 
induce the  University of Durham  to  add  mining science to  their 
course of studies more successfu.1. Mr.  Wood appeared for the 
last  time  as  an  author on the occasion of the  British Association 
for the Advancement of Science visiting Newcastle for the second 
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time  in 1863, when in conjunction with Mr. T. J. Taylor, &fr. I. L. 
Bell,  Dr.  Richardson, and others, he presented  a Paper on the 
various  industrial  pursuits of t.he northern counties. Soon after 
his  health failed and prevented  him taking  an  active  part  in 
business, ancl he died in  London, whither  he  had resorted for 
medical advice, on the  19th of  December, 1865. Mr. Wood was of 
commanding height,  portly form, and  had a ruddy, good-humoured 
countenancc, which bore no  traces of the  hard work  he got 
through.  He was an old Member of the  Institution,  having been 
elected on the  12th of May, 1829. Mr. Wood married Miss Lind- 
say of Aln-xick, whom he survived some years, and  by whom he 
left four sons and  three  daughters. 

Mr;. WILLTAM THOMAS BLACKLOCK, son of John Blacklock, 
calico-printer, of Iqersal, was  born  in  July, 1815. ,4 t the  age of 
fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  late Mr. George Rradshaw, of 
Manchester, engraver  and  letterpress-printer,  to  learn  the ar t  of 
engraving. Before he  had completed his  apprenticeship  he  was 
offered a share  in  the business by Mr. Bradshaw,  and from that 
period, about  forty  years ago, the well-known firm of Bradshaw and 
Blacklock dates its existence, Taking  advantage of the oppor- 
tunity offered by  the  introduction  and extension of the  railway 
system, they  laid themselves out for and secured so much of the 
work required  by  the  railway companies as  to become popularly 
known  as  the  railway  printers.  The  merits of their  “Railway 
Guide  and Shareholder’s  Manual ” are so well known  to  the 
members of the  enginecring profession, that no  mention need here be 
made of the  labour  and  exactitude  with  which it has  always been 
prepared. I n  1850 Mr. Blacklock was elected a director of the  East 
Lancashire  Railway Company, and in 1859, on the amalgamat.ion 
of that  company with  the  Lancashire  and Yorkshire, a director 
of the  latter,  at  the board of which  he held  a seat  until  his 
death. Upon assuming the  responsibilities connected with 
an efficient discharge of his  duties as a railway director, he 
retired from the firm in  which  he  was  the  active  partner,  but soon 
after, finding that  his  energy demanded further occupation, he 
entered  into  partnership  with Mr. George M‘Corquodale, of Newton- 
le-Willows. He was also a county  magistrate, a borough magis- 
trate, a commissioner of taxes, treasurer to the Manchester and 
Salford branch of the  British  and  Foreign  Bible Society, treasurer 
to  the Religious Tract Society, trustee of several  churches, savings’ 
banks, &C., and  energetically  exerted himself in the advancement 
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