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where  clerks of works do not  exist,  every  plan, design, and  estimate 
have  to  be  prepared  by  the  Engineer,  or  under  his close super- 
vision. In  this  department  Lieutenant Bigsby won great credit, 
and  was  always  reported on as  “an officer  of the  highest  ability 
and efficiency.” After a short service as  Executive  Engineer i n  
the Bengal P. W. D., Lieutenant, or rather Captain,  Bigsby  (he 
took the  latter  rank  in  India)  in 1869  took charge of the works in 
the territories of the  Maharajah of Bhurtpore. In 1873, having 
lost  his  health,  he  returned  to  England ; but,  unhappily,  the 
disease engendered by residence in  a tropical  climate  had  taken 
too firm  hold to be got  rid of, and  he died a t  sea on a voyage to 
Canada, at  the  early  age of thirty-five. Lieutenant Bigsby  was 
elected an Associate of the  Institution of Civil  Engineers on the 
3rd of December, 1867, and  always expressed regret  that residence 
abroad  prevented his  taking  an  active  share  in its proceedings. 

MR. THOMAS  GAUL BROWNING was born on the  5th of June, 
1831. When fifteen years old he  was articled to Mr. Ware,  Archi- 
tect  and  Builder, of Exeter,  with whom he remained until  he was 
twenty-one. During  his  pupilage  he obtained  a  prize given  by 
the Mayor of Plymouth for ‘‘ the  best  set of drawings  and  plan for 
a gentleman’s mansion,” to be competed for by  apprentices only. 
After a short service under Mr. Cummings, the  late  City  Surveyor 
of Exeter, Mr. Browning  in  April  1853 came to London, and entered 
the office  of Mr. Seth  Smith,  the  eminent builder, of Pimlico, when 
he  was chieily occupied in  superintending Government hydraulic 
works a t  Woolwich. About  March 1855, he was  appointed  a 
clerk of works  under  the Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers, 
and  subsequently, on the formation of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, became Assistant  Surveyor of the  parish of Marylebone. 
Such a  position i n  one of the  wealthiest  and most populous of the 
metropolitan parishes, always one of great responsibility, became 
doubly arduous at   this time,  and  required  the most unremit- 
ting  attention.  The Metropolitan Railway Company was  slowly 
burrowing a tunnel  through  the  heart of the parish,  closing streets, 
diverting sewers, undermining houses, and  otherwise  trespassing 
in  a  domain hitherto sacred to  the parochial authorities. Simul- 
taneously with  these works,  among the heaviest and most com- 
plicated in modern engineering,  many miles of new sewers had to 
be built, besides the less onerous, but scarcely less important, work 
of maintaining  the  streets  and roads in  an efficient state. Mr. 
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Browning, however, gave  such satisfaction in  the performance of 
his  varied functions that  in March 1866, on the  retirement of the 
Chief Surveyor, he  was appointed his successor. He was one of 
the first to advise the employment of the steam  roller and  the snow 
plough in  a metropolitan parish, and  he devoted much time  and 
thought  to  the perfection of a new fire escape, which was  on the 
point of being  introduced  when its inventor was suddenly  cut off 
in  the forty-second year of his age, after a  brief  illness. Mr. 
Browning  was  much  and deservedly respected in  the  parish of 
Narylebone as a most conscientious, able, and  hardworking officer, 
who laboured early  and  late  in  the performance of his  duty. 

He was eIected an Associate of the  Institution of Civil Engineers 
on the 2nd of December, 1862, and died on the  30th of December, 
1873. 

MR. CORNELIUS TVILLES EBORALL was  born in  Birmingham 
in the  year 1820. He was the son of Lieutenant  Eborall, R.N., 
well  known as manager of the  Birmingham  District  Fire Office, 
and, subsequently, for many years  the Goods Manager of the  Grand 
Junction  Railway Company, which post he  retained on the amal- 
gamation of that company with  the London and  Birmingham,  now 
the London and  North-Western  Railway Company. Mr. Eborall 
received his  early education in,railway  matters  in  his father’s office. 
About  the  year 1847 he  was appointed Goods Manager to  the 
Sheffield Company, and succeeded Mr. James Meadows as General 
Manager of that  line  in 1849. 

I n  1850 he became the  General Manager of the  East  Lancashire 
Railway Company, the  fortunes of which at  that  time were a t  a 
very  low ebb. Under Mr. Eborall, however, the  property mate- 
rially improved, and  in 1858 it was amalgamated with  the Lanca- 
shire  and  Yorkshire  Railway Company upon  equal terms. Mr. 
Eborall remained in  that  office until  the  year 1856, when he was 
appointed  General Manager of the  South-Eastern Company, under 
the  Chairmanship of the Hon. James  Byng, and subsequently of 
Sir Edward  William  Watkin, M.P., both of whom always  enter- 
tained  towards  him  the warmest  feelings of personal  friendship. 
His career during  the  last  twenty  years of his  life  was one of 
uninterrupted success. Filling a pQsition the qualifications for 
which combined as much  diplomacy as technical knowledge, Mr. 
Eborall’s ability, special  business aptitude, and conscientious zeal 
enabled him  to overcome difficulties otherwise apparently  insur- 
mountable. His amiabilit,y of manner, his  kind consideration for 
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