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In private life his benevolence and ready sympathy for distress
endeared him to all his friends, who admired him for his cultivated
literary taste and acquirements; his mind was filled and regulated
by Christian faith and principle, and his decease, which occurred
suddenly from the rupture of a blood-vessel on the brain, on the
20th of February, 1848, created a vacancy which will not soon
be adequately filled.

Mr. Prerer Lavrentz CaMpBELL was born at the Cape of Good
Hope, in the year 1809. He was the son of a distinguished officer,
whose services, whilst in command of the 720d Highlanders, are
recorded by the War Office in a recent publication, He was
entered at the age of thirteen as a cadet at Sandhurst, whence he
returned to the Cape of Good Hope, and served on the personal
staff of Sir Richard Bourke, as his Private Secretary, in which
position he exhibited the germ of that aptitude for official duties,
for which he subsequently became so remarkable. His predilec-
tion for the service was, however, so great, that in 1830 he entered
the army as an Ensign in the 55th Regiment, and accompanied it
to India, but soon exchanged into the 89th, and returned to Eng-
land, in consequence of the climate being uncongenial to his
health. When Sir Richard Bourke became Governor of New
South Wales, he suggested Mr. Campbell’s exchanging into the
21st Fusileers, then embarking for the Australian colonies, and
again placed him upon the staff, until an active police magistrate
being required for the large and, at that time, disturbed district of
Maitland, Mr. Campbell received the appointment, which he filled
with such credit to himself and benefit to the country, that he was
soon advanced to the post of Police Magistrate of Paramatta, He
was then appointed Acting Treasurer for the colony, and retained
these positions until the year 1840, when, on his health failing, he
returned to England with his family, and in a short time obtained a
position in the Board of Trade, where he soon established such a
reputation, that on his accepting the post of Secretary to the Man-
chester and Leeds Railway, the Earl of Dalhousie, then President
of the Board of Trade, was pleased to express himself to this
effect :—“ I feel very sensible regret in losing your assistance in
this department; your proceedings whilst serving with us, having
led me to anticipate great advantage to the office from your co-
operation, and I am truly sorry to be deprived of it so soon.”

The qualities exhibited by Mr. Campbell, in his new position,
attracted the attention of the South-Western Railway Company,
whose extensive operations demanded the services of a gentleman

Downloaded from ftp.nowpublishers.com/jmipi/article-pdf/8/1849/14/2793587 /imotp_1849_24127.pdf by guest on 10 September 2026



ANNUAL REPORT. 15

of first-rate ability, to advise and assist the Board in their negocia-
tions, and in the numerous Parliamentary contests in which they
were then engaged. He was accordingly appointed Secretary in
1846, and his unwearied exertions, which there can be no doubt
hastened his death, materially contributed to the success of the
Company, in their struggles to obtain the Bills for their western
extensions.

The excellence of Mr. Campbell’s private character, and hig
moral worth, are fully attested by the confidence he inspired in all
with whom he became connected ; and in his public career he was
equally distinguished for his talents, his indomitable energy and
devotion to the duties of his office, as for his courtesy and kindness
of demeanour to all with whom he came in contact, during his
brief but useful career, and he will be long and deservedly re-
gretted.

He was elected an Associate in 1846, but up to the period of his
lamented decease, his time was too much occupied with the affairs
of the Company, he so ably represented, to be able to devote him-
self 10 the Institution as, with his usual energy, he would otherwise
have done. v

Mr. Francis CARLETON, a native of the city of Dublin, began his
career in the service of the Bank of Ireland, where he soon distin-
guished himself, as possessing superior business habits, with a
peculiar aptitude for official correspondence and financial details,
combined with remarkable steadiness and attention. These quali-
fications induced his being intrusted, at an early age, with the
management of the Branch Banks department of that establishment,
which he continued to conduct with satisfaction, during his con-
nexion with it. A natural delicacy of constitution, combined with
the decease of some of his family from consumption, warned
Mr. Carleton, that his frame was not likely long to resist that close
attention to official hours, which the important position he held so
unremittingly demanded. Under these circumstances he aban-
doned the flattering prospects before him, and retired from duties,
which his state of health rendered at once irksome and dangerous.

Mr. Carleton’s peculiar habits of business then recommended
him to Mr. C. Wye Williams (Assoc. Inst. C.E.), the Founder and
Managing Director of the Dublin Steam Packet Company, to
which enterprise he was appointed Secretary in the year 1826,

Thus introduced to the business of stéam navigation, he soon
became conversant with the peculiarities of that branch of what,
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