Appendix A: Glossary of Core Concepts in HRNI
Affective Dimensions of Inquiry
The emotional and embodied components of qualitative research recognize how moods, affective atmospheres, and emotional resonance shape both data collection and interpretation.
Contextual Embedding
A methodological stance that ensures narratives are interpreted within their socio-cultural, organizational, and material contexts rather than as isolated utterances.
Critical Ethnography
A qualitative research tradition that interrogates institutional power, culture, and inequality to produce transformative knowledge and foster justice-oriented inquiry.
Decolonial Reflexivity
A reflexive practice that questions dominant Western epistemologies, calling attention to knowledge hierarchies, colonial residues, and the ethics of speaking for others in research contexts.
Dialogic Inquiry
An interpretive methodology grounded in mutual engagement, where meaning is collaboratively co-authored through iterative conversation between researcher and participant.
Emplaced Inquiry
A perspective that foregrounds the spatial and emotional embeddedness of organizational life, asserting that location and setting are inseparable from meaning-making.
Epistemic Authority
The power to define, legitimize, and prioritize specific ways of knowing or interpreting is often shaped by institutional privilege or researcher positioning.
Feminist Reflexivity
A form of reflexive practice that attends to gendered dynamics in the research process, emphasizing empathy, relationality, and the political stakes of knowledge production.
Hybrid Reflexive Narrative Inquiry (HRNI)
A qualitative framework that integrates reflexivity, narrative inquiry, and methodological hybridity through three dimensions: temporal analysis, contextual embedding, and reflexive triangulation.
Interpretive Integrity
The commitment to theoretical coherence, ethical sensitivity, and transparent analytical reasoning in qualitative interpretation, particularly in ethically complex domains.
Methodological Pluralism
The integration of multiple theoretical and methodological traditions within a single framework offers flexibility and deeper insight into multifaceted phenomena.
Narrative Co-construction
A view of storytelling as a shared, dialogic act shaped through relational dynamics, where both researcher and participant influence the form and meaning of the narrative.
Narrative Inquiry
A qualitative research approach that examines lived experience through the structure and substance of stories, emphasizing temporality, plot, and personal meaning.
Narrative Sensemaking
The process through which individuals construct coherence from ambiguous or emotionally charged experiences through storytelling.
Organizational Complexity
Refers to the layered, dynamic, and often contradictory nature of institutional realities, where multiple logics, emotions, and power structures intersect.
Positionality
The researcher's awareness of their own social identity and standpoint, and how it influences their engagement with participants, data, and interpretation.
Reflexive Triangulation
A methodological strategy that develops interpretive rigor by layering multiple reflexive practices—such as journaling, peer review, and positional dialogues—into the analytic process.
Reflexivity
A core principle of qualitative research involves sustained self-examination of the researcher's assumptions, role, and emotional investments throughout the study.
Sensemaking
A process of constructing meaning from experience, particularly in moments of uncertainty, dissonance, or emotional disruption within organizational life.
Temporal Analysis
An analytic approach that explores how meaning unfolds across time, recognizing patterns, shifts, and durations that shape narrative coherence and insight.
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