Supplementary Table. Descriptive analysis of the sample and thematic analysis categories related to each paper
	[bookmark: _Hlk100314368]No
	Author
	Country (empirical field)
	Sector
	Main focus
	Data Collection Technique
	Sustainability analysis
	Theory/ Theoretical approach
	ID
	ED
	M
	IB
	EB
	R
	EO
	SO
	ENO
	CO
	IO
	R

	1
	[bookmark: _Hlk37254383]Ras et al. (2007)
	South Africa
	Food
	They examined supplier-retailer-user cooperation in greening SCs and actions to address barriers.
	Interviews and document analysis
	TBL
	-
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	

	2
	Tencati et al. (2008)
	Vietnam
	Multiple
	They investigated the influence of increasingly sustainable sourcing policies by multinational corporations on suppliers from developing countries. They found the main difficulties and benefits from sustainability adoption.
	Interviews and questionnaires
	Mix 
(Economic and social)
	-
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	

	3
	[bookmark: _Hlk37254496]Ras and Vermeulen (2009)
	South Africa
	Food
	They investigated whether suppliers have entrepreneurial qualities to enable successful responses to sustainability requirements based on the European market and whether these qualities relate to producers’ environmental and economic performance.
	Questionnaires
	Mix 
(Economic and environmental) 
	-
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	x

	4

	Alvarez et al. (2010)
	Costa Rica, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, and Brazil
	Food
	They studied network evolution and governance dynamics in a multi-stakeholder SC sustainability initiative.
	Interviews and document analysis
	TBL
	-
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Huq et al. (2014)
	Bangladesh
	Clothing
	They studied the drivers, barriers, and enablers of social sustainability in exporting garment industries.
	Interviews
	Social
	Transaction Cost Economic Theory
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	

	6
	Diabat et al. (2014)
	India
	Clothing
	They investigated facilitators for sustainability management in the supplying organizations.
	Questionnaires
	TBL
	-
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	7
	Bloom (2015)
	Honduras
	Food
	This research evidenced the relevance of public-private partnerships as a vehicle by which corporations can influence agricultural production practices and sustainability. 
	Interviews
	TBL
	-
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	

	8
	Busse et al. (2016)
	China
	Multiple
	They studied contextual barriers to supplier development for sustainability in global SCs and management solutions to mitigate these barriers.
	Interviews and document analysis
	TBL
	-
	
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Montiel et al. (2016)
	Mexico
	Food 
	They evidenced that distinct sources of sustainability standard uncertainty exist and that all negatively impact the certification.
	Interviews and questionnaires
	Mix
(Social and environmental)
	Institutional theory
	
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Li et al. (2017)
	China
	Electronics
	They examined factors and processes that facilitate suppliers’ environmental sustainability performance.
	Interviews
	Environmental
	- 
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	x
	x
	

	11
	Rich et al. (2017)
	India
	Food
	They assessed awareness and perceptions related to certified coffee and the conservation of the environment by coffee producers.
	Interviews
	TBL
	-
	
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	12
	Bustos and Moors (2018)
	Colombia and Mexico
	Food
	They studied the structural inefficiencies that lead to postharvest losses and looked at how innovative collaboration can lead to more sustainable food suppliers and supply chains.
	Interviews
	TBL
	-
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	x

	13
	Köksal et al. (2018)
	Vietnam
	Clothing
	They investigated the role of intermediaries in the implementation of social management strategies.
	Interviews
	Social
	-
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	
	x
	x
	

	14
	Mani and Gunasekaran (2018)
	India 
	Manufacturing
	They studied how customer pressures, sustainability culture, government, and external stakeholders act as determinants in the adoption of social sustainability.
	Questionnaires
	Social
	Institutional theory, Stakeholder theory and Theory of legitimacy
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	

	15
	Mani et al. (2018)
	India
	Multiple
	They studied the benefits suppliers and buyers gain by effectively managing social sustainability issues.
	Questionnaires
	Social
	-
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	16
	Sjauw-Koen-Fa et al. (2018)
	Indonesia and India
	Food
	They assessed the best way for food and agribusiness multinationals to include smallholder farmers in their supply strategies and to act sustainably.
	Interviews and observations
	Mix 
(Social and environmental)
	-
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Thong and Wong (2018)
	Malaysia
	Multiple
	They evidenced that a significant linkage between social practices and social performance is a pathway for the former to improve economic performance.
	Questionnaires
	TBL
	Resource-based view, Institutional theory
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x

	18
	Tong et al. (2018)
	China
	Multiple
	They demonstrated situations where supportive governmental tactics can be more effective than punitive tactics.
	Questionnaires
	Social
	-
	
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Akbar and Ahsan (2019)
	Bangladesh
	Clothing
	They investigated the challenges faced by suppliers in implementing safety-compliant workplaces.
	Interviews
	Social
	-
	
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	20
	Al-Esmael et al. (2019)
	Qatar and Oman
	Manufacturing
	They examined the barriers to socially responsible behaviour by small and medium-sized suppliers.
	Questionnaires
	Social
	-
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	Chen and Chen (2019)
	China
	Multiple
	They studied how buyers’ use of power may incite varying perceptions of justice from suppliers that affect sustainable supplier performance.
	Questionnaires
	TBL
	Prospect theory
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x

	22
	Fontana and Egels‑Zanden (2019)
	Bangladesh
	Clothing
	They applied the inter-organizational network approach to the global value chain literature to understand the influence of suppliers’ collective behaviour on their corporate social responsibility engagement.
	Interviews
	Social
	-
	
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	23
	Hajjar et al. (2019)
	Brazil
	Food
	They analysed how governance mechanisms are influenced by environmental, market, and social geographies that differ from each other and across sectors.
	Interviews
	Mix (Social and environmental)
	-
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	

	24
	Koster et al. (2019)
	India
	Multiple
	They researched the factors and barriers to the adoption of social responsibility.
	Interviews and secondary sources
	Social
	Institutional theory
	
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25
	Nayak et al. (2019)
	Vietnam
	Clothing
	They studied recent trends of sustainability in the fashion sector.
	Interviews
	TBL
	-
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	Akbar and Ahsan (2020)
	Bangladesh
	Clothing
	They found the challenges faced by suppliers in implementing social sustainability initiatives. They are mainly related to resource and institutional issues.
	Interviews
	Social
	Resource-based view,
neo-institutional theory
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27
	Baig et al. (2020)
	Pakistan
	Clothing
	They studied the key barriers that hinder the adoption of sustainable supply chain management practices and firm performance and the effect of firm size in tackling these barriers.
	Questionnaires
	TBL
	Stakeholder theory
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28
	Huq and Stevenson (2020)
	Bangladesh
	Clothing
	They studied the effectiveness of the pressures placed upon suppliers to implement socially sustainable practices.
	Interviews
	Social
	Institutional theory
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29
	Venkatesh et al. (2020)
	India
	Clothing
	They investigated the sub-supplier governance by supplier focusing on the critical drivers of sub-supplier social sustainability compliance.
	Interviews
	Social
	-
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30
	Venkatesh et al. (2021)
	India
	Clothing
	They studied social sustainability governance by
utilizing a causal-effect analysis to classify noncompliance antecedents into causal and effect groups and analyse the interactions.
	Interviews

	Social
	Stakeholder theory and theory of reasoned action
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	

	31
	Khan et al. (2021)
	Pakistan
	Clothing
	They studied the barriers to multitier sustainable supplier management and strategies
to overcome these barriers.
	Interviews
	TBL
	-
	
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	32
	Wilhelm and Villena (2021)
	China
	Electronic
	They studied the attributes that enable first-tier suppliers to adopt sustainable procurement, leading to global brands’ sustainability requirements cascading throughout their multitier supply chains.
	Interviews
	TBL
	-
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	33
	Amoako et al. (2021)
	Ghana
	Food
	They analysed analysed the effect of training and reward on social sustainability in cocoa’s suppliers and the role of green buyer-supplier relationship (governance and trust).
	Questionnaires
	Social
	Resource-Based View theory and Social
Exchange Theory
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	34
	Wu et al. (2021)
	China and Bangladesh
	Clothing
	They investigated the role of open costing in the buyer-supplier relationship.
	Interviews
	Mix
(Social and environmental)
	Social exchange theory
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	

	35
	Pereira et al. (2021a)
	Brazil
	Food
	They investigated the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on SC sustainability learning associated with changes in sustainability initiatives.
	Interviews and secondary sources
	TBL
	-
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	x
	

	36
	Pereira et al. (2021b)
	Brazil
	Food
	They analysed how collaborative practices influence sustainability initiatives and the relational rents of global suppliers.
	Interviews and secondary sources
	TBL
	Relational view
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	x

	37
	Nath et al. (2021)
	Bangladesh
	Clothing
	They studied how institutional pressures, mechanisms, and challenges influence the sustainability implementation of a multitier apparel suppliers.
	Interviews
	TBL
	Institutional theory
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	38
	Villena et al. (2021)
	China
	Manufacturing
	This study unpacks the environmental and social dimensions of supplier responsibility and links each dimension to distinct drivers
	Interviews
	Mix 
(Social and environmental)
	Stakeholder theory and relational view
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	39
	Mani and Gunasekaran (2021)
	India
	Food
	They studied the effect of the upstream value chain governance mechanisms in relation to ethical issues and how the governance mechanisms impact supply chain performance and reputation.
	Interviews and questionnaires
	Mix
(Social and environmental)
	-
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	40
	Khan et al. (2021)
	Asia and North
Africa countries
	Multiple
	They investigated the obstacles that hinder the adoption of social sustainability in the multitier supply chain and effective solutions to promote the adoption of this concept.
	Questionnaires
	Social
	-
	x
	x
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	41
	Mathiyazh-agan et al. (2021)
	India
	Manufacturing
	They identified the key social sustainability practices and the method to evaluate them in multitier manufacturing firms. 
	Interviews
	Social
	· 
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	x
	x
	
	
	


Key to Themes: ID: Internal Drivers, ED: External Drivers, M: Mechanisms, IB: Internal Barriers, EB: External Barriers, R: Remedies, EO: Economic Outcomes, SO: Social Outcomes, ENO: Environmental Outcomes, CO: Cultural Outcomes, IO: Institutional Outcomes, R: Reinforcement. 
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