
first devoted exclusively to central banking,
defined in the book’s introduction as “the
variety of policy targets, strategies and
instruments used by monetary authorities all
around the world”. The Encyclopedia does not
eschew, though, pertinent theories and
concepts. It succeeds in its aim of being “a
voluminous, but synthetic work”.

The alphabetically arranged 244 articles
written by 154 contributors deal with a wide
range of relevant topics including theories (e.g.
Gresham’s Law), practices (e.g. Quantitative
Easing), concepts (e.g. Financial Bubble),
people (e.g. Alan Greenspan), laws (e.g. the
Glass-Steagall Act) and institutions (e.g. the
European Central Bank). The authors are
mostly at academic institutions with a handful
currently working for central banks. The
Encyclopedia is written with a keen eye to the
2008 recession and its possible lessons. The
articles vary somewhat in length but not by
very much, being about two pages each. They
are notably well done: sophisticated and very
informative without wasting words. The
articles often provide the views of different –
even including so-called “heterodox” –
economic schools of thought on the subject.
For example, the article on Free Banking cites
the views of the Austrian School, the Banking
School and the New Monetary Economics.
Sometimes the authors forthrightly express
their own opinions. For example, in the article
on the euro-area crisis, the author writes,
“(O)n the whole, the euro-area crisis shows
that a single monetary policy for a structurally
and economically different series of countries
does not work properly [. . .]”. Each article
has references – sometimes quite a few – listed
at the end and cross-references to other
articles in the Encyclopedia. While well-written
and rich in content, there is a major, and
surprising, flaw in that there is no index (only
the print edition is being reviewed; there is an
electronic version as well).

The audience likely to benefit most from
The Encyclopedia of Central Banking is one with
some economic knowledge but without deep
familiarity of central banking or monetary
theory, for example undergraduate economics
and finance students. Those with little
economic knowledge will find many of the
articles difficult to understand. This work is
likely most useful for college and bank
libraries.

Shmuel Ben-Gad
Business and Economics Librarian,
Gelman Library, George Washington
University, Washington, DC, USA
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Part of ABC-CLIO’s Contemporary World Issues
series, this work offers a broad overview of
water-related problems faced throughout the
world today. It deals with a selection of
contemporary challenges and solutions to the
complex set of problems characterised as a
global water crisis.

The work introduces basic topics in
encyclopedic entries of a couple of pages with
each one containing a significant amount of
cited references as well as further reading. A
Perspectives section includes individually
authored essays and case studies that attempt
to reveal the complex nature of water issues. A
Profiles section includes essays about notable
individuals and significant organisations. A
brief Data and Documents section contains a
small number of tables and a collection of
primary documents, largely legal resources,
court case summaries and laws (including, for
example, the Colorado River Compact). A
very useful feature of the work for
undergraduate students is an Annotated
Bibliography where a paragraph is used to
indicate the content of each work in the
bibliography. However, the annotated
bibliography is limited to books and articles
published in the most recent years, that is, few
years before the publication of this work. A
selection of works from a broader period may
have been more beneficial to students
attempting to gain basic knowledge of this
field. The work ends with a chronology of
important events in water management
covering over 8,000 years of human history.
The work also contains a glossary, as has been
a common practice in textbooks and some
encyclopedic works for many years, but upon
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reflection, the definitions used here are not so
specialised as to be irretrievable via simple use
of an internet search. Given this, and the near
ubiquity of smartphones among college
students, this reviewer wonders if such
features are a particularly practical and useful
feature in reference works today.

The version of this work reviewed was the
ABC-CLIO-hosted e-book. ABC-CLIO’s e-book
platform uses Tizra Digital Publishing Platform.
This e-book publishing platform has been
commented on frequently in these columns
including by this reviewer in covering Trash
Talk: An Encyclopedia of Garbage and Recycling
around the World (Collin 2015) (RR 2016/165).
In this particular work the presentation of the
pages, while eminently readable, is presented in
columns where only the left-hand column is
used on each page. This does not obstruct the
use of the materials, but is a disconcerting
departure from the traditional book format that
it would appear the publishers are attempting to
recreate in this e-book. Searching within the
e-book platform to find books and sections is a
menu-driven pop up interface that is easy to use
and, notably, the results screens include a
keyword in context results display. In addition to
this search functionality, the work being
reviewed contains a detailed table of contents.
Unfortunately, sometimes the page-to-page
navigation arrows are obscured by images within
the work’s pages. Also, it must be noted that the
e-book did not contain durable links to the
articles online. The index is also oddly displayed
within the ABC-CLIO e-book platform,
containing two columns that are condensed to
the left-hand side of the screen, leaving the
right-hand side of the page/screen blank. The
resulting display of index entries is confusing,
which mars an otherwise reasonable index.

The work is available in print, or online via
several vendor platforms including Ebrary, EBL
and Ebscohost and under a variety of license
and prices and the Gale Virtual Reference Library
under tiered institutional pricing.

The author is an astoundingly prolific writer
of textbooks covering a wide variety of topics,
predominantly in the science and engineering
fields that have some relevance to broader
society. The author’s academic background is
in chemistry and education, including
receiving an EdD in Science Education from
Harvard University.

This work would be a reasonable addition
to any library serving institutions with
undergraduate programmes in a broad range
of different disciplines including public policy,
environmental studies, political science or
engineering. Conversely, it must be noted that
reference works in this subject area are many
and frequently published and this work may

represent a duplicative resource for many
libraries.

Joel Cummings
Head of Collection Development,
Washington State University, Pullman,
Washington, USA
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It is the oldest cliché in the world that the
American people are a patchwork of ethnicities.
There may be some countries which have not sent
migrants to the USA but I cannot think of any.
Every cab I have ever taken in America was driven
by a recent immigrant – I always ask! But despite
its famous reputation as a “melting pot”,
America’s racial problems are unresolved: some of
its ethnic groups are not “molten” at all. It is
ironical that the most vexed relationship of all is
between the white majority and
African-Americans, one of the country’s oldest
minorities. Some black Americans may have an
ancestry in the new world which goes back to the
seventeenth century and is therefore older than
that of most whites. But this lineage is obscure
because their forbears were usually slaves. Today,
so far from being accepted, African-Americans
walk the streets with banners saying “Black Lives
Matter” – 152 years after emancipation.

In another irony, little is said about the groups
which make up America’s core racial and cultural
stock. First, the so-called “Anglos” and the
“Scots-Irish” who have supplied so many
presidents. Second, German-Americans the most
numerous ethnic stock of all. The middle-west, the
Great Plains and the Pacific north-west are hugely

Social sciences Reference Reviews

Volume 31 · Number 5 · 2017 · 11-16

14

Downloaded from http://ftp.nowpublishers.com/rr/article-pdf/31/5/13/2182259/rr-02-2017-0044.pdf by guest on 14 May 2026

http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/RR-03-2017-0058

