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Section 1: Participant information statement & Consent Form
What is this study about?
The aim of this project is to assess the feasibility, benefits, barriers, and potential strategies for integrating Earthship homes into the Australian housing market.
Who can take part?
To participate, you must: Be 18 years or older Reside or have resided in Australia Have an interest in sustainable housing or construction (optional but preferred)
What will I be asked to do?
Participation is voluntary and will involve: Completing an online survey (~10 minutes) This will explore awareness, perceptions, and willingness to adopt Earthship homes in Australia. Your responses will remain anonymous and used only for research purposes. At the end of the survey, you will have the option to provide contact details if you are interested in a follow-up interview or receiving research updates.
Confidentiality & Data Storage
Your responses will remain anonymous and securely stored under the UNSW Privacy Management Plan for a minimum of 7 years after project completion. You may withdraw at any time before data analysis by contacting the researcher. Anonymous survey responses cannot be withdrawn after submission, as they are not linked to personal identifiers. For concerns, contact the UNSW Human Research Manager at humanethics@unsw.edu.au or
(02) 9065 8549.

Do you confirm that you are 18 years or older, reside (or have resided) in Australia, and consent to participate in this research project?

· Yes, I confirm and consent to participate
· No, I do not consent
Section 2: Demographic & Background Information
Q2.1. What is your age group?

· 18 - 24
· 25 - 34

46

· 35 - 44
· 45 - 54
· 55 - 64
· 65+

Q2.2. What is your gender?

· Male
· Female
· Non-binary
· Prefer not to say

Q2.3. What is your highest level of education?

· High school or equivalent
· Diploma or Certificate
· Bachelor’s degree
· Master’s degree
· PhD or higher
· Other:

Q2.4. In which state or territory do you currently reside?

· NSW/VIC/QLD/SA/TAS/WA/NT/ACT

Q2.5. Do you currently own or rent your home?

· Own
· Rent
· Live with family
· Other (please specify):

Q2.6. What type of dwelling do you currently live in?

· Earthship
· Apartment
· Detached house
· Townhouse/duplex
· Rural property
· Other (please specify):

Q2.7. How familiar are you with sustainable housing concepts?

· Not familiar at all
· Slightly familiar
· Neutral
· Familiar
· Very familiar

Q2.8. Which of the following best describes your professional background or interest in housing and sustainability? (Select all that apply)

· Owner-Builder
· Homeowner or prospective homeowner
· Architect or designer
· Builder or construction professional
· Property developer or investor
· Sustainability consultant or environmental professional
· Urban planner or policymaker
· Academic or researcher in sustainability
· General public with an interest in sustainable housing
· Other (please specify):
Section 3: Awareness & Perception of Earthship
Q3.1. Have you heard of Earthship homes before?

· Yes/No/Maybe

Q3.2. How familiar are you with the design principles of Earthship homes?

· Not familiar at all
· Slightly familiar
· Moderately familiar
· Very familiar
· Extremely familiar

Q3.3. What is your initial perception of Earthship homes?

· Very negative
· Somewhat negative
· Neutral
· Somewhat positive
· Very positive

Q3.4. Do you believe Earthship homes could be a viable housing option in Australia?

· Yes/No/Unsure

Q3.5. (Optional) What are your concerns about Earthship homes in Australia?

· [Open Ended Response]
Section 4: Perceived Benefits of Earthship Homes
Q4.1. How important do you think the following Earthship features are for sustainable housing?

· Not at all important
· Slightly important
· Moderately important
· Very important
· Extremely important
1. Flexibility to support alternative or ecoconscious lifestyles
2. Passive solar heating and cooling for energy efficiency
3. Energy independence by reducing or eliminating reliance on traditional power grids
4. Water collection, recycling, and greywater reuse for sustainable water management
5. Suitability for remote and off-grid living with minimal reliance on external infrastructure
6. Use of repurposed and recycled materials to reduce waste and promote sustainability
7. Simplicity of construction, allowing for partial or full DIY involvement
8. Earthship construction fosters community through shared building experiences and volunteer participation.
9. Aesthetic and functional integration with natural surroundings
10. Structural resilience against extreme climate conditions (bushfires, drought, flooding)
11. Indoor food production and integrated greenhouse systems for selfsufficiency
12. Off-grid renewable energy systems (solar, wind, battery storage)
13. Cost savings over time through energy efficiency and reduced living expenses

Q4.2. (Optional) Are there any other benefits of Earthship homes that were not covered above? If so, please describe them below.

· [Open Ended Response]
Section 5: Perceived Barriers to Adoption in Australia

Q5.1. How much do you agree with the following statements about barriers to adopting Earthship homes in Australia?

· Not at all important
· Slightly important
· Moderately important
· Very important
· Extremely important
1. Lack of public awareness and education limits interest in Earthship homes.
2. Local building regulations make it difficult to obtain approval for Earthship construction
3. Banks and lenders are unlikely to provide financing for Earthship projects.
4. Earthship construction is labour-intensive, relying on volunteer labour, which can be difficult to sustain.
5. Without volunteer support, labour costs for Earthship homes may be higher than conventional housing.
6. Finding qualified professionals to design and build Earthships is challenging.
7. Earthship aesthetics and design may not appeal to buyers in suburban or urban areas.
8. Securing land in appropriate locations for Earthship construction is challenging.
9. Acquiring the knowledge, skills, and building methods required for Earthship construction can be challenging.
10. The use of recycled materials may lead to misconceptions about durability and safety.
11. Constructing Earthships is a labor-intensive process requiring specialized skills.
12. The upfront cost of building an Earthship home makes it unaffordable for most Australians.
13. Dependence on renewable energy and water systems may pose risks in extreme climate conditions.
14. Earthship designs may not be well-suited for Australia's climate and environmental risks.

Q5.2. (Optional) Are there any other barriers to Earthship adoption in Australia that were not covered above? If so, please describe them below.

· [Open Ended Response]
Section 6: Willingness to adopt Earthship homes
Q6.1. Would you consider living in an Earthship home?

Yes /Maybe/ No

What are your main reasons for not considering an Earthship home?

· [Open Ended Response]

Q6.2. If you do not want to live in a full Earthship home, would you consider integrating some Earthship features into a conventional home? (Select all that apply)

· Passive solar heating and cooling for energy efficiency
· Rainwater harvesting and greywater reuse
· Off-grid renewable energy systems (solar, wind, battery storage)
· Use of recycled and upcycled materials in construction
· Indoor food production through integrated greenhouses
· Earth-sheltered (Rammed-Earth) building techniques for natural insulation
· None of the above

Q6.3. How interested would you be in learning more about Earthship homes through the following methods?

· Not Interested at all
· Slightly interested
· Neutral
· Interested
· Very interested
1. Visiting an Earthship demonstration site in Australia
2. Attending a workshop on Earthship design and construction
3. Watching an online webinar about Earthship homes
4. Reading articles or reports about Earthship feasibility in Australia

Q6.4. Do you believe that integrating some Earthship features into conventional homes could help create a new standard for more sustainable housing in Australia?

· Yes, I believe Earthship principles could enhance sustainability in conventional housing.
· No, I do not think Earthship principles are suitable for mainstream housing.
· Unsure

Q6.5. What are your concerns about integrating Earthship principles into conventional housing?

· [Open Ended Response]

Q6.6. In your opinion, what Earthship design elements could be successfully integrated into urban and suburban housing developments?

· [Open Ended Response]
Section 7: Open Feedback
Q7.1. Do you believe Earthship homes could contribute to addressing housing affordability in Australia? Why or why not?

· [Open Ended Response]

Q7.2. Do you have any additional comments or thoughts about Earthship homes? Feel free to share your opinions, concerns, or suggestions.

· [Open Ended Response]

Q7.3. (Optional) Would you be open to participating in a follow-up interview?

· Yes, I am open to a follow-up interview
· No, I am only completing the survey

Q7.4. If you are willing to participate in a follow-up interview, please provide your preferred contact method:

Email/Phone: [Open Ended Response]
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	ES
Familiarity
	Init. Perc.
	01BN
	07BN
	02BN
	04BN
	11BN
	04BR
	02BR
	05BR
	12BR
	13BR

	ES	Correlation
Familiarity	Coeff.
	 p.
Init. Perc.	Correlation Coeff.
p.
	1
	.337**
	.323*
	0.111
	0.178
	0.142
	0.084
	-0.085
	0.09
	0.097
	0.026
	.363**

	
	
	0.01
	0.014
	0.406
	0.182
	0.288
	0.531
	0.528
	0.501
	0.469
	0.849
	0.005

	
	.337**
	1
	.656**
	.593**
	.512**
	.421**
	.477**
	0.232
	0.071
	-0.055
	-0.125
	0.005

	
	0.01
	
	0
	0
	0
	0.001
	0
	0.08
	0.598
	0.68
	0.35
	0.969

	01BN	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	.323*
	.656**
	1
	.414**
	.403**
	.302*
	.464**
	.304*
	-0.016
	0.067
	-0.008
	0.154

	
	0.014
	0
	
	0.001
	0.002
	0.021
	0
	0.02
	0.903
	0.617
	0.951
	0.247

	07BN	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	0.111
	.593**
	.414**
	1
	.498**
	0.232
	.449**
	0.152
	0.103
	0.19
	-0.098
	0.009

	
	0.406
	0
	0.001
	
	0
	0.08
	0
	0.254
	0.44
	0.153
	0.462
	0.949

	02BN	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	0.178
	.512**
	.403**
	.498**
	1
	.525**
	.518**
	0.209
	0.027
	0.044
	-0.034
	0.026

	
	0.182
	0
	0.002
	0
	
	0
	0
	0.116
	0.839
	0.741
	0.802
	0.848

	04BN	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	0.142
	.421**
	.302*
	0.232
	.525**
	1
	.516**
	.394**
	-0.073
	-0.062
	-0.083
	-0.036

	
	0.288
	0.001
	0.021
	0.08
	0
	
	0
	0.002
	0.587
	0.644
	0.535
	0.79

	11BN	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	0.084
	.477**
	.464**
	.449**
	.518**
	.516**
	1
	.486**
	0.11
	0.102
	0.043
	0.076

	
	0.531
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	0
	0.412
	0.448
	0.751
	0.571

	04BR	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	-0.085
	0.232
	.304*
	0.152
	0.209
	.394**
	.486**
	1
	-0.073
	-0.054
	0.044
	0.028

	
	0.528
	0.08
	0.02
	0.254
	0.116
	0.002
	0
	
	0.584
	0.685
	0.742
	0.837

	02BR	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	0.09
	0.071
	-0.016
	0.103
	0.027
	-0.073
	0.11
	-0.073
	1
	.534**
	0.067
	-0.042

	
	0.501
	0.598
	0.903
	0.44
	0.839
	0.587
	0.412
	0.584
	
	0
	0.616
	0.755

	05BR	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	0.097
	-0.055
	0.067
	0.19
	0.044
	-0.062
	0.102
	-0.054
	.534**
	1
	0.166
	0.176

	
	0.469
	0.68
	0.617
	0.153
	0.741
	0.644
	0.448
	0.685
	0
	
	0.214
	0.186

	12BR	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	0.026
	-0.125
	-0.008
	-0.098
	-0.034
	-0.083
	0.043
	0.044
	0.067
	0.166
	1
	.442**

	
	0.849
	0.35
	0.951
	0.462
	0.802
	0.535
	0.751
	0.742
	0.616
	0.214
	
	0.001

	13BR	Correlation
Coeff.
p.
	.363**
	0.005
	0.154
	0.009
	0.026
	-0.036
	0.076
	0.028
	-0.042
	0.176
	.442**
	1

	
	0.005
	0.969
	0.247
	0.949
	0.848
	0.79
	0.571
	0.837
	0.755
	0.186
	0.001
	


**. Correlation is significant at the p < 0.01 level (2-tailed).
*. Correlation is significant at the p < 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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