Online Appendix of the article “Decertification from international management standards: a systematic literature review and research agenda”

Table AI: Standards included in the review
	
	ISO 9001
	ISO 14001
	OSHAS 18001
	SA8000
	B Corp
	UNGC
	EMAS

	Focus
	Quality
	Environment
	Occupational health and safety
	Social responsibility
	Social and environmental sustainability
	Social and environmental sustainability
	Environment

	Eligible organizations
	Any (private and public)
	Any (private and public)
	Any (private and public)
	Any (private and public)
	For profit companies only
	Any (private and public)
	Any (private and public)

	Formal certification label
	Present
	Present
	Present
	Present
	Present
	Present
	Present

	Issuing body
	ISO – Private non-governmental organization
	ISO – Private non-governmental organization
	BSI – National standards body (UK), private organization
	SAI – Non-profit non-governmental organization
	B Lab – Private non-profit organization
	United Nations – Public intergovernmental organization
	European Commission – Public supranational body

	Duration
	3 years
	3 years
	3 years
	3 years
	3 years
	1 year
	3 years

	Audit type
	Third-party (accredited certification bodies)
	Third-party (accredited certification bodies)
	Third-party (accredited certification bodies)
	Third-party (accredited certification bodies)
	Online self-assessment + third-party audit (random selection of 10% of companies)
	No third-party audits; self-reported annual Communication on Progress (CoP)
	Third-party (accredited environmental verifiers)

	Continuous improvement
	Plan-Do-Check-Act
	Plan-Do-Check-Act
	Plan-Do-Check-Act
	Plan-Do-Check-Act
	Expected but without a structured approach
	Expected but without a structured approach
	Plan-Do-Check-Act, with mandatory public reporting of progress

	Integration mechanisms
	HLS, Consistency with ISO standards
	HLS, Consistency with ISO standards
	Not based on HLS but partially aligned with ISO principles
	Partially aligned with ISO standards
	No
	No
	Consistency with ISO standards, but includes additional regulatory requirements and mandatory public reporting

	Number of certified organizations (most recent data at the time of writing)
	Approximately 840,000
(December, 2023)
	Approximately 300,000 (December, 2023)
	No specific data for OHSAS 18001

ISO 45001: Approximately 180,000 (December, 2023)
	Approximately 5,500 (March, 2025)
	Approximately 9,500 (March, 2025)
	Approximately 24,000 (March, 2025)
	Approximately 4,000 (December, 2024)


Acronyms: ISO – International Organization for Standardization; BSI - British Standards Institution; SAI - Social Accountability International; HLS - High-Level Structure

